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Area III gets new HAZMAT response truck

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – Area III facilities that use or produce hazardous materials can breath a sigh of relief. The Area III Fire Department – which has the primary responsibility of responding to hazardous material incidents in Area III – has enhanced its response capability for hazardous material spills by purchasing a special HAZMAT response truck and equipment.

The Hazardous Materials Response Program is coordinated by Area III fire chief Anthony J. Marra and deputy chief Christopher L. Fletcher, who supervises fire protection at Camp Eagle and Camp Long. Some of the potentially hazardous materials include motor oils, hydraulic fluids, JP-8 and gasoline fuels and paints, Marra said. 

The new hazardous material truck and supporting equipment were unveiled during a ribbon-cutting ceremony July 14 at Camp Humphreys. The $99,000 truck – purchased with support from the Installation Management Agency-Korean Region Office Fire Command Office’s chief Leopold P. J. Dumond – is ready to use at a moment’s notice.

It has about $200,000 worth of on-board equipment ready for decontamination operations. The equipment includes soap, bleach, brushes, tarps, garden hoses, sprayers, pools, a shower stall and protective decontamination suits. It has small spill and leak mitigation materials, absorbents and dispersants, as well as a hazardous material reference library, communications equipment, chemical monitoring equipment and a photo ionization device.  Rounding out the HAZMAT arsenal are pH, spill and waste classifiers, alpha/beta/gamma radiation detectors, rubber gloves, boots, helmets, absorbents, neutralizers, an inflatable air shelter, decontamination equipment, tools and other miscellaneous equipment.

On July 21, a technician-level training course taught by the Maryland Fire Rescue Institute begins for 26 Area III firefighters. Upon completion, those specially trained members of the Area III Fire Department will become technician-level trained members capable of encapsulated suit response to most incidents involving hazardous materials.
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