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Area III soldiers named IMA-Korea Region Soldier of the Quarter

By Steve Davis
Area III Public Affairs Office

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – Two Area III soldiers were named the best at the first Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Soldier of the Quarter board July 9. Both soldiers are from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Support Activity Area III, at Camp Humphreys.

Spc. Nadine S. Johnson, 27, a native of Sinsheim, Germany, was named Soldier of the Quarter and Sgt. Suh Jung-hyun, 22, from Seoul, was selected Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army, or KATUSA, Soldier of the Quarter. They were recognized because of their knowledge of Army, soldier skills, occupational abilities, their military appearance and bearing, and their understanding of world events, among other criteria.

Johnson and Suh were selected by a panel of senior noncommissioned officers during a board at the IMA-KORO headquarters at Yongsan Army Garrison in Seoul. They will represent IMA-Korea Region at the Eighth U.S. Army Soldier of the Year board July 29.

Johnson joined the U.S. Army in April 1998 and was assigned to Korea in October 2001. She said she wanted to be selected Soldier of the Quarter so she could “set a good example.”

“By setting a good example, you can motivate others to improve themselves,” Johnson said, a training noncommissioned officer who is also her unit’s noncombatant evacuation operation warden. She describes herself as “methodical, organized and disciplined.” She said she joined the Army to “become part of something fulfilling.”

“There are large and small challenges to overcome every day in the Army,” Johnson said. “I really enjoy the sense of accomplishment and teamwork I find in the Army, as well as the adventure.”

Johnson’s goals are to get her American citizenship and to become a military aviator.

The IMA-KORO KATUSA Soldier of the Quarter, Sgt. Suh Jung-hyun, is his unit’s senior Korean soldier.

“It’s my job to take care of 50 Korean soldiers assigned to my unit,” Suh said, who was honored in June for earning top honors at the Area III Equal Opportunity Representatives Course. 

Suh said he received a lot of encouragement from his unit and from the Area III Republic of Korea Army Staff Office as he prepared for the Soldier of the Quarter competition.

“It’s a great honor to be recognized as KATUSA Soldier of the Quarter,” Suh said.

An anthropology student at Seoul National University before entering the Republic of Korea Army, Suh said he will study law when his service is completed in October.

“SPC Johnson and SGT Suh are the first soldiers in Installation Management Agency to be so recognized.  The other regions have not conducted soldier recognition programs to date,” said Command Sgt. Maj. John M. Sanders, IMA-KORO command sergeant major. “Due to time constraints and the establishment of our board, there is not sufficient time to conduct another board to identify a Soldier or KATUSA of the Year.  By default, Spc. Johnson and Sgt. Suh will represent us at the Eighth Army Soldier of the Year competition.  They are great candidates.”

Sanders said the IMA-KORO Soldier of the Quarter competition was “very keen.”

 “I was extremely proud of all the soldiers that appeared before our board.  They were motivated and obviously well-prepared.  Each talked about their NCOs and fellow soldiers ― those who had inspired them and those who spent numerous hours in preparation for a board,” Sanders said, who characterized the board as a “tough process.”  

There are varied areas a soldier must study, ranging from the history of the Korean War to the U.S. Constitution, leadership and military subjects.  The soldier then sits in front of a panel of noncommissioned officers and answers a series of questions on the study areas.  

“It is by intent a nerve-racking and tense time,” Sanders said.  “We want only the best to represent our great soldiers working out there.”

He said the board consisted of each area command sergeant major plus the Camp Red Cloud garrison sergeant major and a first sergeant.

Photos by Steve Davis

Johnson: Spc. Nadine S. Johnson takes a break while working on her unit training calendar. Johnson was named IMA-KORO Soldier of the Quarter.

Suh: Sgt. Suh Jung-hyun (center) assists Republic of Korea Army Capt. Noh Joon give a presentation about KATUSA soldiers during the July 22 “New Horizons Day” at Camp Humphreys.
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