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USFK personnel lauded at KAFS banquet
YONGSAN - The Korean American Friendship Society held a banquet and awards ceremony to honor five U.S. servicemembers at the Shilla Hotel in downtown Seoul June 17.

Park Keun, KAFS president, greeted the honorees and more than 400 other U.S. military invitees at a banquet his organization hosted to honor 50 years of partnership between Korea and America.

Honorees were commended on their contributions to local community education or charitable institutions in cities or towns near their respective military installation.

Other speakers for the evening included Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea Park Kwan-yong, Republic of Korea Prime Minister Goh Kun and U.S. Ambassador to Korea Thomas C. Hubbard.

Honored were Capt. Ross K. Whitmore, chief, Life Skills Support Element, 8th Medical Operation Squadron, 8th Medical Group, 8th Fighter Wing, Kunsan Air Base; 1st Sgt. Patrick G. Curran, 1st Battalion, 52nd Aviation Regiment, 17th Aviation Brigade, K-16 Air Base; Sgt. 1st Class Taleni S. Pahulu, platoon sergeant, Company C, 2nd Engineer Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Castle; Staff Sgt. Drew J. Capehart, communications maintenance noncommissioned officer in charge, Mission Support Division, Special U.S. Liaison Support Activity, Korea, Yongsan; and Sgt. Nicholas P. Lanier, chaplain assistant, United Nations Command Security Battalion and Joint Security Area, Camp Bonifas.
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Photo cutline:

From left to right, retired Brig. Gen. Park, Jung Soo, vice president of the Korean American Friendship Society, joins Capt. Ross K. Whitmore, 8th Fighter Wing, 1st Sgt. Patrick G. Curran, 17th Aviation Brigade; Sgt. 1st Class Taleni S. Pahulu, 2d Infantry Division; Staff Sgt. Drew J. Capehart, Special U.S. Liaison Support Activity, Korea; Sgt. Nicholas P. Lanier, United Nations Command Security Battalion-JSA; and Park, Keun, president of KAFS, at the conclusion of awards presentation.
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