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Hot Boxes Keep Firemen Sharp

Realistic simulator duplicate dangers firefighters face daily

CAMP HUMPHREYS - Pyongtaek, Republic of Korea – Two hot boxes were waiting March 31 at Camp Humphreys to grill the skills of new firefighters completing basic firefighting training here.tc "Two hot boxes were waiting March 31 at Camp Humphreys to grill the skills of new firefighters completing basic firefighting training here."
The “hot boxes” are metal simulators set ablaze during a two-day practical exercise. Novice firefighters cautiously entered a blazing building complete with a fiery living room, kitchen or bedroom or an aircraft simulator to fight flames and save anyone found inside.tc "The “hot boxes” are metal simulators  set ablaze during  a two-day practical exercise. Novice firefighters cautiously entered a blazing building complete with a fiery living room, kitchen or bedroom or an aircraft simulator to fight flames and save anyone found inside."
The 12 firefighters, finishing a lengthy course that certifies them to work for Korea Region Office fire stations, checked hoses, respirators and other gear as the simulators were fired up.tc "The 12 firefighters, finishing a  lengthy course that certifies them to work for Korea Region Office fire stations, checked hoses, respirators and other gear as the simulators were fired up."
Each simulator is controlled by a remote devise that has buttons to direct the location and intensity of smoke and  flames from low or medium to high. tc "Each simulator is controlled by a remote devise that has buttons to direct the location and intensity of smoke and  flames from low or medium to high. "
“It’s as realistic as you can get without actually burning a house or a helicopter,” said Leo Dumond, chief of fire and emergency services for Installation Management Agency Korea Region Office installations. “The trainees have to demonstrate skills they’ve learned during the course.”tc "“It’s as realistic as you can get without  actually burning a house or a helicopter,” said Leo Dumond, chief of fire and emergency services for Installation Management Agency Korea Region Office installations. “The trainees have to demonstrate skills they’ve learned during the course.”"
All firefighters working for the U.S. military in the Republic of Korea are required to have apprentice-level training before actually performing firefighting and rescue operations, said Dumond. tc "All firefighters working for the U.S. military in the Republic of Korea are required to have apprentise-level training before actually performing firefighting and rescue operations, said Dumond. "
“They are then placed in fire stations where learning and training will continue throughout their careers,” said Dumond.tc "“They are then placed in firestations where learning and training will continue throughout their careers,” said Dumond."
Initial training includes 24 courses that provide academic and practical exercises during a six-week training period. The recruits have intense safety training, fire hose practice, breathing apparatus training, structural fire drills, pump operation, salvage and overhaul activities, hazardous materials, awareness and emergency medical care training. tc "Initial training includes 24 courses that provide academic and practical exercises during a six-week training period. The recruits have intense safety training, fire hose practise, breathing apparatus training, structural fire drills, pump operation, salvage and overhaul activities, hazardous materials, awareness and emergency medical care training. "
In June 1994, the Department of the Army fire protection office approved the establishment of a fire academy at Camp Humphreys.tc "In June 1994, the Department of the Army fire protection office approved the establishment of a fire academy at Camp Humphreys."
The first U.S. Army fire academy class was conducted in February 1995, graduating six students. Three more classes were conducted at Camp Humphreys, graduating 14 students, before the program was changed. tc "The first U.S. Army fire academy class was conducted in February 1995, graduating six students. Three more classes were conducted at Camp Humphreys, graduating 14 students, before the program was changed. "
After evaluating the fire academy training program and getting input from area fire chiefs, cost-saving measures were instituted in February 1996. Instead of going to Camp Humphreys to receive training, a fire service instructor traveled to individual fire departments to conduct the course. The program change saved travel and overtime money and allowed local fire departments to properly man their vehicles while meeting training requirements.tc "After evaluating the fire academy training program and getting input from area fire chiefs, cost-saving measures were instituted in February 1996. Instead of going to Camp Humphreys to receive training, a fire service instructor traveled to individual fire departments to conduct the course. The program change saved travel and overtime money and allowed local fire departments to properly man their vehicles while meeting training requirements."
“So far, the change has saved the Army more than $550,000 in overtime and TDY costs,” said Dumond.tc "“So far, the change has saved the Army more than $550,000 in overtime and TDY costs,” said Dumond."
Since it began at Camp Humphreys in 1995, 22 fire academy classes have been conducted, graduating 287 new firefighters. tc "Since it began at Camp Humphreys in 1995, 22 fire academy classes have been conducted, graduating 287 new firefighters. "
There are 450 firefighters, mostly Korean employees, serving U.S. military installation in Korea.tc "There are 450 firefighters, mostly Korean employees, serving U.S. military installation in Korea."
Area III Chief of Fire Emergency and Services Anthony Marra said firefighting simulators at Camp Humphreys remain an important part of the training of both new and veteran firefighters, even though the entire program is no longer taught here.tc "Area III Chief of Fire Emergency and Services Anthony Marra said firefighting simulators at Camp Humphreys remain an important part of the training of both new and veteran firefighters, even though the entire program is no longer taught here."
“We try to train each fireman here at least once each year,” said Marra, whose department maintains the simulators, at the end of the Camp Humphreys airfield. “This kind of realistic training keeps everyone sharp.”tc "“We try to train each fireman here at least once  each year,” said Marra, whose department maintains the simulators, at the end of the Camp Humphreys airfield. “This kind of realistic training keeps everyone sharp.”"
Graduates of the Feb. 17-April 2 class include: tc "Graduates of the Feb. 17-April 2 class include\: "
Area I: Choe Sung-hang, O Tong-hwan and Yun Hui-chun from Camp Red Cloud, Hwang Po-yon, Kim Hyong-sok, Chu Yong-sok, Yi Un-yong and Kim Sung-hyon from the Western Corridortc "Area I\: Choe Sung-hang, O Tong-hwan and Yun Hui-chun from Camp Red Cloud, Hwang Po-yon, Kim Hyong-sok, Chu Yong-sok, Yi Un-yong and Kim Sung-hyon from the Western Corridor"
 
Area II: Kim Hyon-il; and tc " Area II\: Kim Hyon-il; and "
Area IV:Han Yun-chin, Paek Sung-hyon and Yi Sang-hyop.tc "Area IV\:Han Yun-chin, Paek Sung-hyon and Yi Sang-hyop."
They graduated April 3.tc "They graduated April 3."
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Firemen02: Firemen spray inside the structure simulator before entering to put out a blaze.tc "Firemen spray inside the structure simulator before entering to put out a blaze."
Firemen03: Firefighers rescue a dummy “victim” during training  at Camp Humphreys March 31.tc "Firefighers rescue a dummy “victim” during training  at Camp Humphreys March 31."
Firemen05: Firemen work inside the ‘hot box’ simulator.tc "Firemen work inside the ‘hot box’ simulator."
Firemen06: Two firefighers check their respirators and hoses before entering a simulator at Camp Humphreys that replicates a house or building fire. The fire intensity can be controlled while they are inside.tc "Two firefighers check their respirators and hoses before entering a simulator at Camp Humphreys that replicates a house or building fire. The fire intensity can be controlled while they are inside."
Firemen08: Firemen douse a small blaze during training.tc "Firemen douse a small blaze during training."
Firemen10: Firemen prepare to train on an aircraft simulator.tc "Firemen prepare to train on an aircraft simulator."
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