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K-2 Bulldogs win Korea-wide softball championship

By Galen Putnam

Area IV Public Affairs Office

CAMP WALKER, South Korea – Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 18th Medical Command from Yongsan Garrison let the dogs out and received a dose of its own “Bad Medicine.” The K-2 Air Base “Bulldogs” snuck out of the loser’s bracket to sweep the championship and “if” games in the double-elimination peninsula-wide Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Company-Level Softball Tournament Aug. 7-9 here.

The Bulldogs won the championship game 24-20 forcing the final double elimination game, which they won by a score of 18-7. The game was halted after 6½ innings because of the 10-run rule.

The double elimination game situation came about because the 18th MEDCOM had previously knocked K-2 into the loser's bracket, forcing the Bulldogs into the unenviable position of having to win two games in a row against the team that had earlier sent them to the loser’s bracket.

“The guys really pulled it together at the end of the season which is how we got here and we made a strong run to the championship game,” said Mike Kile, 18th MEDCOM coach. “We knocked these guys into the loser’s bracket so it goes to show that you can’t take anyone too lightly.”

In the championship game, the Bulldogs came on strong, taking a 5-0 lead after the first inning. Several fielding errors in the second led to a reversal of fortune as “Bad Medicine” came from behind to post a 9-7 lead after two innings. The 18th MEDCOM dominated the middle stretch of the game and held a lead of 17-12 at the end of the 5th inning. With two innings to play, K-2 Air Base made its move. A seven-run sixth inning put the bulldogs on top 19-18. In the seventh inning, K-2 Air Base pounded out five runs, including a home run by Toby Mason, his second in a row. Protecting a 24-18 lead going into the bottom of the seventh, Bulldog’s left fielder William Bray made two spectacular catches in a row, preserving a 24-20 victory.

As if winning one championship game in a day wasn’t enough, the K-2 Bulldogs duplicated the feat a second time to claim the championship. 

The Bulldogs scored three runs in the top of the first inning thanks to a pair of fielding errors and Charles Sennett’s third home run in two games. Bad Medicine’s Wesley Ealim hit an in-the-park home run in the bottom of the first inning on the way to a 3-2 deficit. 

The Bulldogs rolled their first doughnut of the day managing only a single and three fly-outs in the top of second. The 18th was unable to capitalize, however, managing only one run on two hits, knotting the score at 3-3.

The third inning would prove to be decisive for them as Bad Medicine knocked in four runs and threatened to break the game wide open until a couple fly-outs in a row, including a great diving catch by Sennett, stalled the rally with the 18th MEDCOM ahead 7-6.

The fourth inning proved indecisive as both teams came up with outstanding plays in the field and both were unable to get anyone across the plate. That parity was about to end, however, as Bad Medicine went into a scoring slump and K-2 turned on the heat.

With Bad Medicine putting up goose eggs the final three innings, the Bulldogs went on to score five runs in the fifth inning and seven in the sixth, including a three-run shot by Moore, en route to the 18-7 victory. 

“With manning under 200 it is tough to even get a team together,” said Bulldog coach Rick Wood. “On the other hand, we are so small we are almost forced to get along whether we are Army, Air Force or civilian employees.

“We are just glad we had the opportunity to make it this far. There were a lot of good teams in this tournament and we got hot at just the right time. Guys like Karl Cooper, Rob Louchery, Ted Bray, Chuck Sennett and Toby Mason really set the example. We would also like to thank Ken Lett for his ‘motivational support.’ He just might have been the deciding factor in the final two games,” Wood said.
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Cutlines

KORO SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP #1:
18th Medical Command shortstop Michael Kile pivots to throw to first base as second baseman Zachary Rapaich ducks.  (Photo by Kevin Jackson)

KORO SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP #2:
18th Medical Command’s Michael Prymula attempts in vain to avoid the tag by K-2 Air Base third baseman Jerome Headrick.  (Photo by Kevin Jackson)
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