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CAMP PAGE STAFF & FAMILIES VIEW LIVE FIRE

CAMP PAGE – Pilots from Camp Page's 1st Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment put their attack helicopters to work, putting rounds on targets -- with satisfied onlookers in the bleachers at Rodriguez Range.

The onlookers were members of the installation staff and family members. It was a chance to see the soldiers they support in action for the first time. 

Rodriguez Range is a remote training area in northern Warrior Country. The mountains are spectacular, and the view from the hilltop bleachers gave the staff a first-class seat to the show.

"The reason we're out here is to show our soldiers our support," said Joe Bell, Camp Page installation manager. "We want them to know that we care about what they do."

The May 14 invitation by the helicopter attack unit was a first. 

The new aviation battalion commander, Lt. Col. Chandler Sherrill, wants to build strong relationships with the support staff at Camp Page. He took command in April.

-more-

"We get great support," said Sherrill. "They take care of us, and bringing them out here for the day is our way of saying thank you."

Camp Page is located in Chunchon, a two-hour drive to the training area. Twenty-four members of the Camp Page staff and family members took advantage of the invitation. 

Assistant fire chief Hong, Sun-il has been employed by the U.S. Army for 35 years. This is the first time he has seen the soldiers he serves in action.

"This is really something," said Hong. "I have never seen anything like this. It is very exciting to be here."

"I think it's a great idea," said Bell. "It closes the gap between the tenant units and the staff that serves them back at the installation."

The staff and family members were left with strong impressions of the warriors of the 1st Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment.

"I am surprised that this hasn't been done before," said Sherrill.

From the reactions of the staff and soldiers it may not be the last event of it's kind.
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Chong, Chang-son (left), Kim, Su-yon, and Hong Sun-il look out over Rodriguez Range (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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An AH-64A Apache helicopter swoops onto the range to the delight of the on looking staff. (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)

chopper_attack.jpg

A 1st Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment AH-64A attack helicopter steadies before blasting a target downrange. (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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Chong, Chang-son, Kim, Su-yon, Kang Myong-su and Hong, Sun-il (standing) wear hearing protection -- the sound from the live-fire is potent. (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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