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AREA I SWITCHES TO HIGH-TECH FUEL KEY


CAMP RED CLOUD – Officials gathered at the Camp Red Cloud fuel pumps last Thursday, to inaugurate the new Vehicle Identification Link.  VIL is a high-tech answer to a stack of handwritten documents.


With the new system, a driver pulls up at anytime of the day, puts the VIL key into the terminal at the pump, enters the vehicle mileage, and fuels up the vehicle.  

The only requirement is to annotate the action on the vehicle log -- no requirement to go to the TMP station window and fill out paperwork.  With the key, soldiers will be able to get fuel at all VIL systems across the peninsula, even at Air Force installations.


"This will have a dramatic improvement on quality of life and Army well-being throughout Area I, and actually throughout the Korean peninsula," said Lt. Col. Brian Vines, CRC garrison commander.


The new system will go into effect Korea-wide this month.  


According to officials, the cost of the CRC system installation alone was about $300,000. "But we will get a return on our investment very quickly," said Vines. 


The key is not a traditional key.  It is a piece of green plastic with vehicle identification information imprinted on a chip.  When the driver plugs the key into the terminal, the pump number is entered, and the mileage of the vehicle must be entered by the driver within 10 seconds.  Then, the driver pumps the fuel normally.


It allows a specific vehicle to fill up with either MOGAS or diesel, but not both.  It tells transportation motor pool personnel how many gallons the vehicle will handle, and how many miles it will go on a tank of gas.

"It's a unique piece of equipment," said Vines.  "We have already coded 300-vehicles at Camp Red Cloud.  That number is for the most part non-tactical vehicles.  We still have a long way to go to make sure our tactical vehicles have this special key."

Officials conducted a traditional ribbon cutting ceremony at the CRC fuel pumps.  After the ceremony, Vines demonstrated the new system by fueling up his own vehicle.

"I just want to prove to you that if a lieutenant colonel can do this, anybody can!" said Vines.

Later, CRC firemen lined up to test out the new VIL fuel key.

"This system is easy," said Kim, Yong-chul, CRC firefighter.  "Without a person to deal with, there is less paperwork."

Even though an attendant will be there initially, Joseph Joyner, CRC maintenance supervisor, feels the system will save time and money. "We are still transitioning all the tenant units to the key," said Joyner "We will assist customers get online with the new system during the transition."

In the past, if the staff wanted to know how much fuel was in the underground tanks, they would stick a pole in the tank and take a physical measurement.  Now a computer terminal contains fuel status of all the tanks.  

"This information is fed back to the next higher fuel depot.  When we get to a certain level they will go ahead and automatically order more fuel," said Vines.  "So this system really saves a lot of man hours."

Across the peninsula, units with nontactical vehicles need to obtain a VIL key to receive fuel at the new pumps.
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Two Camp Red Cloud firefighters, Kim, Yong-chul, (right) and Nam, Yong-kun enter data into the new automated fuel system.  The mileage of the vehicle must be entered into the terminal within 10 seconds of inserting the code key.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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"I just want to prove to you that if a lieutenant colonel can do this, anybody can!" said Lt. Col. Brian Vines, Camp Red Cloud garrison commander.  Vines was the first customer at the new automated fuel pump on CRC.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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Lt. Col. Brian Vines, Camp Red Cloud garrison commander, briefs Col. Jeff Christiansen, Area I commander on how the new automated fuel system will save time and money.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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