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Army Community Service on path for accreditation

CAMP RED CLOUD -- Area I’s Army Community Service received "positive" accolades from a team reviewing them for accreditation April 4.

“By asking for accreditation, an organization agrees to be measured against national standards set by the Department of the Army professionals,” Jackie Hardy, chief of Army Community Service, said.  “An accredited organization substantially complies with standards and continuously makes efforts to improve the care and services it provides.”


The 10-member team examined all aspects of ACS, Family Advocacy Program, Exceptional Family Member Program, Army Family Team Building, and the Army Family Action Plan.


Pre-accreditation inspection visits were done Jan. 6 and Feb. 8 by three of the team members: Larinza Stinnett, KORO ACS team chief, Brenda McCall, family advocacy program and exceptional family member program and Gretchen Miranda-Velez, Army family team building and Army family action plan.  

-more-

Next, in early March, a video telephone conference was held regarding ACS standard waivers. Col. Jeff Christiansen, Area I commander, had sent a written request to Brig. Gen. John Macdonald, IMA-KORO director, asking him to waive the ACS standards that did not apply to Area I, which he approved.

After that, the team came to Area I during the first week of April for the accreditation visit. “During our visit here this week, the team found ACS materials were well organized,” Stinnett said.  “In addition, the people we talked to were tremendous, and we found you have superb command support, which left a favorable impression upon our ACS team.” 


One of the strengths mentioned for the accreditation included the medical portion of the Family Advocacy Program.  In addition, the Army Emergency Relief program exceeded its annual campaign goal, and was known for efforts in identifying other referral sources for those in need.


However, some recommendations noted by the team were that ACS should continue to enhance their program delivery systems; continue to maintain close coordination with the KORO ACS staff on service deliveries and impacts on soldiers and their families; keep the ACS mission in mind when developing and executing programs; and make sure all programs and services are connected so that there are no stand alone programs.


“The next step is to forward a passing recommendation to CFSC within the next 30 days with compliance to the ACS accreditation inspection,” Stinnett said.  “And finalizing the scores upon receipt of waiver approvals from CFSC.”



“This accreditation process raises the ACS programs to ever-higher standards, and the Army is committed to assuring the American public of quality community service,” Hardy said.  “We could not have done this without the strong Area I and 2nd Infantry Division command support, our close working relations with military units and organizational leaders, and strong community partnering.”

-30-

Cutlines:

acs 2:Col. Jeff Christiansen, Area I commander, and Yvonne Kearns, Yongsan ACS director talk about the ACS accreditation team visit to various camps in the Uijongbu and Camp Casey enclaves.

acs1: Jackie Hardy, Area I ACS chief, and Capt. Sheila Adams, chief, social worker services, 121st Hospital, talk about the ACS accreditation team visit to the medical section at Camp Casey.

acs3: Larinza Stinnet, KORO ACS team chief and Jackie Hardy, Area I ACS  chief,  talk about the ACS accreditation team visit to the various camps in the Uijongbu and Camp Casey enclaves.

U.S. Army Installation Management Agency - Korea Region Office


Area I Public Affairs





Commercial Phone: (031) 870-8854


Fax: (031) 870-7415


E-mail: BanishM@usfk.korea.army.mil 





 








Press Release























