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MILITARY POLICE MOVE INTO NEW BARRACKS
CAMP CASEY – The barracks upgrade project is one building closer to being completed in Warrior Country.  On Monday, June 9, officials cut the ceremonial ribbon of Camp Casey's Building 2514, now home to 100 members of the 2nd Military Police Company, 2nd Infantry Division.

"As leaders, we are charged with the well-being of our soldiers," said Area I Commander, Col. Jeff Christiansen.  "When we care for soldiers, we enable them to be able to 'fight tonight'."


For the Area I commander, this was a unique moment.  Camp Casey was Christiansen's first duty assignment as an MP in 1977.


"I have a common bond with all of you who have served with the 2nd MP Company," said Christiansen.  "When I was a brand new second lieutenant, in no way could I have predicted a modern four-story building standing here.  We had Quonset huts, no air conditioning and diesel fuel for heat.  This is now a model for the rest of the Army."


For the fortunate soldiers living in the new building, the $2.3 million project is paying off.


"In my 20 years, I have never lived in a barracks as nice as this," said Master Sgt. Edward Kalk, operations noncommissioned officer, 2nd MP Company.

Before the renovation MPs lived in a 216-person barracks with four-person rooms and group restroom facilities. 


Now the military police enjoy single rooms, with a bathroom shared between every two rooms.


"I like it because we have more privacy," said Cpl. Sohn, Yong-su, Korean Augmentee to the United States Army.  "We have new laundry rooms and dayrooms.  It is much more comfortable."


This renovation began in December 2001.  So far, eight barracks upgrades have been completed on Camp Casey.  Two are on going, and there is one remaining.  The whole project for the Camp Casey area called for 15 barracks upgrades within four years.


Soldier's well being improvements are focused in defined areas:

· Where you work

· Where you live

· Where you eat

· Where you recreate


"Today it is all about soldiers.  A lot of work has been done to improve conditions," said Christiansen.  "For military police in Area I, this includes the new Law Enforcement Center, the renovated Camp Red Cloud MP Station, and this Camp Casey barracks upgrade."


The new barracks will offer cable television, big-screen televisions in spacious dayrooms, individual telephone hookups, and high-speed access to the Internet.
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Master Sgt. Edward Kalk, operations noncommissioned officer, 2nd Military Police Company (left), gives a tour of his new barracks to  Area I Commander, Col. Jeff Christiansen at Camp Casey last Monday.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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Area I Commander, Col. Jeff Christiansen was the guest speaker at Camp Casey last Monday.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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Area I Commander, Col. Jeff Christiansen was the guest speaker at Camp Casey last Monday.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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Chaplain (Capt.) Kevin Mateer, Sgt. Maj. Eva Webb, Lt. Col. Scott Levin, Col. Jeff Christiansen, Capt. Brian Keyes, Lt. Col. Robert Taradash, 1st Sgt. Gerald Stegemeier, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Michael Stewart, Master Sgt. Edward Kalk, Kim, Hyong-sik, prepare to officially open the new 2nd Military Police Company barracks last Monday at Camp Casey.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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