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Bubble Gym Makes Debut In Korea

By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office

CAMP JACKSON, South Korea – To some, it resembles a docked airship.  But, this 21st century bubble building is what officials consider an innovative answer to inexpensive military construction projects.  

Crowds gathered inside the unique structure July 16 at Camp Jackson in Uijeongbu to officially open the first military bubble gymnasium in Korea.

"Events like this show our soldiers and civilians we are making life a bit better in Area I," said Lt. Col. Brian Vines, commander of U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud.  "Each time we cut a ribbon, people can see advancement in quality of life."

Vines told the crowd the bubble gym concept saves time, material and money.  He said a standard gymnasium would cost about $2.5 million and take 12 to 18 months to complete.  In contrast, a bubble gymnasium costs $295,000, and takes 60 to 90 days to construct.

"The money we saved can now go to other important projects," said Vines.

The structure is an inflated bubble with air constantly pumping through its walls.  If power is lost, a backup generator kicks in to keep the building rigid.  The pliable walls are made of a material so strong the designers say it can withstand typhoon-strength winds.

"I am told this is one of the few air-conditioned basketball courts on the peninsula," said Vines.  Most military gymnasiums only provide air conditioning for weight rooms.  Soldiers at Camp Jackson can now enjoy a year-round climate-controlled multiuse facility.

The gym is set up as a basketball court, but it can be used to in-process students into the camp's Noncommissioned Officer Academy, as an inclement weather area for formations and ceremonies, a volleyball court or just about anything Camp Jackson leaders can think of.

A second bubble gymnasium is under construction at Camp Kyle in Uijeongbu.  Officials plan to open it in mid-August.
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Pvt. Song Won-ik (left) and Pvt. Hwang Chong-min stand inside Camp Jackson's new bubble gymnasium.  The structure stays rigid because of air pumped through its walls.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Lt. Col. Brian Vines, commander of U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud (left), speaks with Camp Jackson's commandant of the Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Command Sgt. Maj. Timothy Lane, inside the new domed structure. (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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