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KOLSOLDONG VILLAGE RESIDENTS EXPERIENCE GOOD NEIGHBOR RELATIONSHIP WITH CAMP CASEY


CAMP CASEY ---Leaders from Area I and the Camp Casey Garrison met with Kolsoldong Village residents as part of the Korean American Friendship good neighbor program. The intent was to further community relations with the village leaders and strengthen ties with the garrison.  


“We are here tonight to continue our friendship and mutual understanding, not just on the issues, but of each other,” said Lt. Col. Scott Levin, Camp Casey garrison commander.  “We will close out old issues, and listen to any new issues the residents want us to consider.”


There are 42 homes, 127 people, four students and many business owners living in Kolsoldong Village. These residents live behind the camp, and need access to get to their work and homes.  There is no alternative road for access to and from the village and the only road to it is through Camp Casey.  

Six months ago each resident was issued a Bravo force protection pass.   Concern was that force protection would be increased to Charlie or Delta, and these residents would not be able to get back and forth to their homes.  According to Levin, all residents now have Delta passes.  The guards have also been notified so he doesn’t foresee any problems with access in the future.

-more-


The other issue was overnight or weekend visits of Korean visitors or family members as guests of the Kolsoldong residents.  “The Pass and Identification section has worked out a special overnight badge,” Levin said.  “Currently, we have 50 badges so anyone with a valid pass can escort the visitors for overnight stays. Victor Lowe is the chief of the Pass and ID section.  He will continue to work hard to make sure this system runs as smooth as possible.”


New issues brought up concerned escorts during the weekend or escorts during special functions, and passes for privately owned vehicles at the same time. Getting a temporary pass usually can take over a week.  The residents would like to receive a pass within three to four days, and even two to three days for the older residents who are 60 to 70 years old.  


In addition, the residents would like the garrison commander to send a letter to guards at Gate #11 giving them 24-hour access.  


“Many of these issues we will study and get back to you,” Levin said.  “However, I believe Gate #11 should have the same pass hours as Gate #1.”  


Yi, Tae-yong, a Kolsoldong resident, talked about the slippery road conditions at Gate #11.  To avoid accidents, he asked if the canvass material could be removed from the gate so the residents could have better visibility both ways.  

“The meeting proved to be a great vehicle to gain valuable feedback from the residents of  Kolsoldong,” Levin said; “more importantly at the end, produced greater understanding and confidence between the embedded village and the garrison.”
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