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Army opens heliport to neighbors

CAMP WALKER, Daegu, Republic of Korea – Middle school boys couldn’t quite imitate what they had seen in the movies, aiming a real M9 Beretta pistol with one arm or holding an M249 machine gun like Rambo. 
“Wow, this thing is so heavy. Would I die if I were shot with this?” asked Kwon, Jae-min, one of the many Kyong-san Middle School students who came to see the Armed Forces Day Open House at the Walker Army Heliport (H-805) here May 17. 

“This event is to have local residents and the ROK Army come together and open up what we have in here to let them know we’re not hiding behind this wall all the time,” said Capt. Mathew J. Bowman, the H-805 heliport commander, who organized the event.  
Hosted by the 20th Area Support Group, the event featured static displays of U.S and Republic of Korea Army tactical vehicles, aircrafts and battle equipment, children’s games, a kiddie train ride and American barbecue. 
The opening ceremony began with opening remarks by Col. James M. Joyner, the 20th ASG commander.
– more –
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“On behalf of the 20th Area Support Group and the entire Daegu U.S. Army community, welcome to our Armed Forces Day Open House,” Joyner said to the audience that included local Korean residents and Nam-gu council members.  “In the spirit of friendship and as good neighbors, we open our doors to you today to show our appreciation to our friends --the citizens of the great Republic of Korea.  We do this both as neighbors and as allies in the cause of freedom.”
The commander’s opening remarks were followed by musical entertainment by the 2nd Republic of Korea Army Band and drill team. People also enjoyed a Taekwondo performance by 30 students from the Keimyung University Taekwondo team. The event also included a partnership agreement signing between the ROKA 507th Attack Helicopter Battalion from K-2 Air Base in east Daegu and the H-805 heliport. 

Local residents, families and groups of children from kindergarten and students from other schools were able to get a close look at what was displayed at the heliport, including an M1A1 Abrams main battle tank, M2A2 Bradley Fighting Vehicle, UH-60L Black Hawk, AH-64 Apache and many others. 

“This is not something that we civilians can see everyday,” said Han, Eun-mi, a local Bongduk-dong resident, who brought her 4-year-old son along. “It’s very real and interesting to see these helicopters that I only saw in movies, and my child seems to like it, too.”
Weapons, camouflage, and nuclear, biological, and chemical equipment were also on display, and were popular with the middle school boys. 
“When you have that mask on, can you smell gas if a skunk farts on you?” asked 15-year-old Lee, Sang-won from Kyong-san Middle School, while pointing at the M-40 protective mask that was on display.
- more -
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ROKA soldiers also participated in the open house and brought a Hughes MD500 “Defender” helicopter, K-317 Biological Probe Vehicle and small arms weapons with them.
“I was wondering whether people would be interested in our equipment at a U.S. base open house,” said Capt. Chun, Bong-il, ROKA 501st Brigade combat support commander, who had Korean K rifles on display. “However, I heard compliments about superiority of our weapons from U.S soldiers.  I am proud of ROKA and think that it was good for me to come today.”  The 501st Brigade is the 20th ASG’s ROKA counterpart and partnership unit in Daegu.

Attendance figures are not available, but there were many students and VIPs early in the morning and a stready stream of families with youngsters came throughout the afternoon. 

“It was good to see the schools came out here and a lot of families came,” Bowman said.  “I think we have a good mix of U.S and Koreans here.  It was a good opportunity to welcome the community to our home and to help them learn about our role in the defense of the Korean peninsula.”
– 30 –
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