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CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – Camp Humphreys Military Community's School-Age Services provides a comprehensive program that supports four areas of youth and teen development designated by the Department of the Army.  


The areas are: sports, fitness and health options; life skills, citizenship and leadership opportunities; arts, recreation and leadership opportunities; and mentoring, intervention and education support services. 


The SAS is a family program that directly supports the military lifestyle and reduces the conflict between parental responsibilities and soldier unit mission requirements. 


"The primary goal of our program is to support the child's psychological, emotional, physical, social and developmental growth," said Child and Youth Services Program Coordinator Paul Means. 


One part of the program, the Before- and After-School Program, is geared toward the needs of elementary school-aged children, from ages 6 to 12, to provide them with quality care before and after school and on certain days when the schools are closed. It serves children during the school year and during the summer. 


A staff of seven cares for the children of military and Department of Defense civilians. 


The center has received National School-Age Care Alliance accreditation, which is mandated by presidential order. This accreditation ensures the core program meets criteria standards in quality and involvement. 



"The program is really for the kids and about the kids. But, I think without the staff that we have, we wouldn't have been as successful as quickly. The key to accreditation is self-improvement. The key is to have kids exposed to a positive environment and an environment that is accepting,” Means said.


The program is open from 6 a.m. to the start of school and from the close of school until 5:30 p.m. It stays open full days when the schools are closed because of winter and spring vacations, teachers' conferences, inclement weather or emergencies.  It is designed to act as an extension of the children's families and includes multicultural activities, which reflect the diversity of the community. 


The program enables children to learn and play at their own pace, in accordance with their own learning styles and development. School-Age Services strives to provide a program where children can feel comfortable, involved and have fun.
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