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New housing liaisons to focus on health, safety

CAMP GEORGE, Daegu, Republic of Korea – Mountain View Village apartment residents here now have liaisons to address health and safety issues for tenants in their buildings and community.


Billed the Senior Occupant Program, the program which went into effect April 1 aims to have the highest ranking tenant of each building resolve tenants’ issues and enforce existing housing occupancy rules.  It relies on a senior noncommissioned officers or junior officers appointed by 20th Area Support Group commander Col. James M. Joyner to facilitate communication between the residents, the Korean National Housing Corporation that owns and maintains the apartments, and the Housing Office.


“It’s designed to add at arms length communication between tenants and housing to correct problems that might come up over there,” Youngblood said.  “A lot of problems can be solved very quickly if somebody is there and can act on them.”
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“The biggest problems are pets and sometimes there is a communication gap with Mountain View Village [KNHC],” said Sgt. Michael Fitch of the 20th Support Group, who lives in the apartment complex with his wife and two children.  “If there is a problem with plumbing or something, I don’t think they realize the severity of it.  The Senior Occupant Program will provide a good liaison.  It will help to improve communication and that’s a big thing.”


Daegu housing manager Chuck Youngblood held an initial meeting with prospective primary and alternate senior occupants at the Korean National Housing Corporation Office here March 14 to discuss their responsibilities.  During that meeting, each senior occupant was provided a copy of the 20th Support Group Circular 20-97-4, “Responsibilities of Occupants of Government Quarters,” which outlines the responsibilities of tenants.


“The goal is to make this a very comfortable place out here, a safe environment and something everybody can be proud of when they come home,” Youngblood said to the senior occupants during the meeting.

Youngblood also announced that designated parking spaces would be provided for all residents directly in front of their apartment building in the near future.  Color coded stickers will be placed on the back of automobiles’ rear view mirrors to enable the military police to determine who is illegally parked so tickets can be issued.

Another plan in the works is to alleviate problems associated with insufficient parking.  Youngblood said the Housing Office wants to construct 40 to 50 additional parking spaces behind the KNHC building.  The parking is intended for visitors and residents with more than one automobile, which will not be marked by a color-coded sticker.

– more –
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“The program is another step that we are taking to improve the quality of life for our families that live there,” Youngblood said.  “From what I’ve seen so far from the first meeting, the idea is well accepted from the senior leaders there.  I believe the occupants will welcome it, as well.”

Youngblood plans to meet with the senior occupants once a quarter to discuss issues such as noise, pets and to solicit ideas for improvements.  Some residents were pleased with the new program and its focus on quality of life for families. 


“It’s another good step taken by the Housing Office,” Fitch said.  “I’m all for it and I know my wife will be, too.  Overall, it should improve our quality of life.”


Senior occupants also recognize the program gives them, as well as tenants, a voice for quality of life improvements in their community.

“One voice in the community can’t accomplish a lot, but many voices can lead to making bigger changes and improvements,” said Sgt. 1st Class Stanley Wojtonik, 188th Military Police Company and the Building F senior occupant.  “Citizens in the Camp George community need to know they have a voice in their building and that issues can be raised to the command level so they will be heard.”


The Housing Office is also developing a mayoral program, which will serve as an avenue for residents to exchange ideas with the 20th Spt. Grp. and tenant activities.
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