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Students, parents bring Asian, Pacific heritage to school

CAMP GEORGE, Daegu, Republic of Korea – Women floated like swans on stage as they performed the Korean fan dance while adorned in colorful Korean traditional Hanboks.

It was one of the many shows that were performed at Taegu American School here during the Asian Pacific-American Heritage Month assembly May 15. Parents and students at TAS volunteered to educate and share with students, teachers, staff and the community some of the many contributions, which the Asian and Pacific Islander people have made to the world.

“We sent out parent letters, and parents and students volunteered,” said Mary Ann Maryland, TAS multi-cultural activity coordinator.  “Parents taught them the traditional dances and have encouraged the children to continue the heritage and their culture.”
TAS highlights a cultural theme for every month of the school year such as Hispanic and Black history months, and May is Asian Pacific-American Heritage Month. 

The assembly began at 8:15 a.m. with a Hawaiian dance performed by the Island Breeze halau consisting of three adults, one of whom is a parent of two children attending TAS. It was followed by a Hanbok fashion show by 12 TAS students of ages from 7 to 9 and Chong Cunningham, mother of Kirsten and Megan, who performed with her daughters.
“I was nervous, but it was fun and we are proud of each other,” Kirsten said about performing on stage with her mother in front of her friends and teachers.

After the fashion show, the Island Breeze team performed once again. This time, a Guam dance.

“I like to represent the islands that I am from,” said Evelyn Quinata, the lead dancer of Island Breeze. “I want to show people our culture and the way we were brought up and not to forget where we came from.”
Jamie Cheniault from 5th grade performed Korean folk music Doraji and Arirang on a violin and it was followed by a Korean fan dance performance by five TAS students. The assembly finished with a Philippine traditional dance by another group of four TAS girls. 

“I wanted to teach the school about the Korean traditional dress and accessories,” Cunningham said. “It’s a pity that we had too short a time to show everything we wanted to show.”

Nevertheless, the audience clapped and cheered for each of the performances.

“I liked the Hawaiian dancers performed by the parents the best,” said Danielle Butera, a 6th grade student. “We learned about Korean-Americans, Japanese-Americans and other Asian-Americans living in the states. It was good to learn more about other cultures.”

“We truly have a wonderful and active group of parents and students here at Taegu American School who are willing to help educate our students, parents, faculty and staff about the beautiful array of cultures in our world,” Maryland said.  “We truly appreciate them.”
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