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Warrior kids deploy to 'Camp Adventure'
By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office

CAMP CASEY, South Korea – A dozen Warrior Country children are spending six weeks together at “Camp Adventure.”  The day camp program is a summer activity bonanza for children ages 6-12.

"We are doing all kinds of fun activities," said Camp Director Stephanie Healy.  "If these kids were not with us, they would probably be at home in front of a video game."

Young camper Chris Dodson agrees.  "I made new friends and have a lot of fun," he said.

Activities include swimming, sports, social activities, arts and crafts, and field trips.  The counselors even gathered children's families to put on a presentation of camp songs, skits, dancing and improvisation.

Camp Adventure is an international program designed to bring summer camps to military kids all over the world.  Counselors are U.S. college students who went through an extensive selection and training program to become Camp Adventure workers.

"I am having a blast," Healy said.  "It is a lot different than I expected.  It is actually a lot better — I really enjoy Korea."

Healy said the Camp Adventure program started in Korea in 1985.  "It is a great opportunity for us to work with kids, and provide a fun summer for them," she said.

Because Area I is a family-member restricted region, many children are in non-command sponsored families.  This means soldiers pay the transportation and housing costs out of pocket to get to and live in Korea.  Not many facilities or programs cater to children in Warrior Country.

"There were other camps in Korea this summer," Healy said.  She said the Yongsan Army Garrison camp in Seoul had 10 times as many children, and lasted for three additional weeks.  "But this camp was special because we got to spend more one-on-one time with the kids."

The Camp Casey day camp started July 7, and will finished Aug. 15.  
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Jennifer Tubandt and Chris Dodson draw together at Camp Adventure summer day camp.  Warrior Country's 2003 day camp program was at Camp Casey.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Camp Adventure Director Stephanie Healy helps Raymond Yam draw an outline of his brother Marcus on arts and crafts day at Warrior Country's 2003 day camp program.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Camp Counselor Abigail Heieren draws with Diamond Kim on arts and crafts day during Area I's 2003 summer day camp program at Camp Casey.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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