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Bowling alley gets new wood
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CAMP STANLEY, South Korea – Bowlers at Camp Stanley soon will see the fruits of a $200,000 project.  The bowling alley is getting new wooden lanes.  The new lanes are what the American Bowling Congress says are “state of the game.”

"This center had synthetic lanes," said Michael Woods, bowling manager for Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Morale, Welfare and Recreation.  "They were going bad, so the new wood will be a big improvement."

The bowling congress sets stringent specifications for the construction of bowling alley lanes.  This ensures league players have consistent venues for competitions.  

Woods says the exacting task of laying new wooden lanes will be the job of three American-based contractors.  All of the preparation work – disassembly of the machinery and furniture, and removal of the synthetic lanes – was done as an in-house MWR project by the staff of the facility maintenance section.

Camp Stanley bowling center has 12 lanes.  The community averages 12 games a day on each lane.  With that many games played at the center, MWR officials felt the renovation was a justified improvement and will eventually pay for itself.

"Wood is actually a lot easier to maintain, plus it lasts a lot longer," said Robert Victorine, a bowling specialist with IMA-KORO MWR.  "It is definitely a lot of work preparing for the new lanes to go in."

Officials say investing in MWR projects is a priority.  "We soon will be constructing a new bowling center at Camp Humphreys too," Woods said.

While the Camp Stanley construction is ongoing, bowlers have options.  The Camp Red Cloud Bowling Center offers 10 lanes, and is a 50-minute free shuttle ride away.  The renovated alley should reopen the end of August.
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Kim Myong-sop, a bowling alley technician with Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Morale, Welfare and Recreation, disassembles the Camp Stanley bowling lanes to prepare the way for new wooden lanes.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Min Tong-ki, a bowling alley technician with Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Morale, Welfare and Recreation, removes the synthetic lanes from the Camp Stanley Bowling Center. (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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