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New bus contract cruises roads with free fares
By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office

CAMP CASEY, South Korea – A new $10.2 million contract for fare-free shuttle bus service began Aug. 1 in Warrior Country.

"It is amazing how many miles these buses travel in support of our troops," said Maj. William Pianki, U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Casey, director of logistics.

"The three-year contract is paid by the Korean government," Pianki said.  "It provides for the transportation of U.S. and Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army soldiers, as well as civilians employees and family members."

Soldiers at Camp Casey say the transition to the new bus service was seamless.  "We noticed the new buses and some different bus stops," said Cpl. Michael Hollis, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 72nd Armor, 2nd Infantry Division.  "I depend on these buses to get around everyday.  You can take a taxi, but $2 here and $2 there — it adds up."

The company runs 47 buses with 54 drivers.  Pianki said more than 1,600 Warrior Country customers ride the buses daily.

"The new contract brings us more express runs and increased weekend service," Pianki said.  "The Camp Casey enclave and Western Corridor have 298 scheduled weekday runs, and 220 on weekends."

Hollis said if you know the schedule, it is a good deal.  "Our only problem is there is no shuttle bus stop at our unit," he said.  "But we are trying to get that fixed."

The contract falls under the Camp Casey Garrison directorate of logistics.  Pianki encourages both positive and negative feedback.  "We are always looking to better meet our customer's needs," he said.  "I would suggest customers contact Staff Sgt. Gentry Davis, the contracting office representative, at 730-3834 to discuss quality control issues."
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Cutlines:

Soldiers at Camp Casey board a new shuttle bus.  The contractor, New Kyong Dong, also has a contract to serve Area III.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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