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CAMP STANLEY, South Korea – Korean volunteer fire chiefs from all over Gyeonggi Province gathered for a luncheon with U.S. Army officials July 22 at Camp Stanley.

"We have mutual agreements to support each other when there are larger firefighting operations," said John Cook, fire chief for U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud.  "We have regular meetings to make sure when something comes up we can help each other."

Cook said the 75 Korean firefighters, both men and women, represented 11,000 volunteer fire service personnel from 25 fire departments.

In an address to the firefighters, the USAG, CRC Commander, Lt. Col. Brian Vines, said, "Our countries came together in 1950 during difficult times, and have remained close friends.  Often we work side by side with paid and volunteer firefighters in order to save lives and property."

Vines praised the volunteers for their noble activities.  He pointed out that Gyeonggi Province volunteers provide unmatched direct firefighting support and fire watch patrols in rural areas.  He said, "You support firefighters with rehabilitation during extended firefighting operations by providing shelters, food and drink."

Korean volunteer firefighters provide special community services such as programs for the elderly and community fire safety awareness training. 

The volunteer firefighters cover a large region.  The Seoul-Gyeonggi metropolitan area is home to 22 million people – 46 percent of the nation's population.

The chiefs gather once every two months to discuss firefighting techniques and build closer working relationships.  Cook said what was unique about this luncheon was the Koreans asked to visit an American base.

"Our mutual agreement only says, 'fighting fires,’" Cook said.  "But, there are many more forms of cooperation.  We want them to leave here knowing we are good neighbors, and whenever possible we want to mutually support each other."

After the luncheon, the fire chiefs boarded their buses for a windshield tour of Camp Stanley.  Later, they visited the fire station and took a close look at the American equipment.  It gave them the opportunity to ask questions and speak with the firefighters.

Uijeongbu Volunteer Fire Chief, Yu Tae-ho, was enthusiastic about the visit.  He said, "I can not emphasis too much the necessity of the relationship between American and Korean firefighters.  Fires can start anywhere, so a good relationship is necessary."
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John Cook, fire chief for U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud, (right) shows American firefighting equipment to 75 Korean firefighters, both men and women, representing 11,000 volunteer fire service personnel from 25 fire departments.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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John Cook, fire chief for U.S. Army Garrison, Camp Red Cloud, (right) gives a tour of American firefighting vehicles to Gyeonggi Province Women's Volunteer Fire Chief, Kim, Chong-sun, and a delegation of 75 Korean fire chiefs July 22. (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Korean volunteer fire chiefs, from all over Gyeonggi Province, visited the Camp Stanley fire station for a demonstration of the American firefighting equipment July 22. (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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