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Pear Blossom Cottage celebrates anniversary
By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office

Camp Howze, South Korea – Soldiers, civilians and their families met at Camp Howze's Pear Blossom Cottage July 31 to commemorate the 13th anniversary of the facility. 

"This is where spouses of U.S. soldiers stationed at Camp Howze come together," said Polly Hancock, PBC manager.  "The Pear Blossom Cottage helps spouses a lot.  It gives us a sense of community."

Area I is a family-member restricted region. Few facilities here cater to military families.  In 1989, the wife of the commanding general of the 2nd Infantry Division, Janice Woodall, recognized the need for such a program.

"Pretty much, there is nothing around here for my wife to do," said Sgt. William Egipciaco, Company A, 44th Engineer Battalion.  "My wife comes over here with other spouses, hangs out and has a good time."

Egipciaco says the Pear Blossom helps his wife understand about his military career. He said spouses learn about military jargon, and even how to read a leave and earnings statement.

Most Pear Blossom spouses are new to the military. PBC offers activities, classes and events geared to teach the Army way of life.

"We have 23 registered families — 90 percent are Filipino nationals.  The rest are American, Russian and Korean," Hancock said.  "We are very multicultural.  We offer classes in English, immigration issues and even cooking."

"We also try to learn about Korean culture," said Hancock said.  "We have a partnership with a local Korean group to help us with cross-cultural training."

The Korean Culture Exchange Association 21 is a group of Korean women interested in making friends and learning about other cultures.  Ten women from the group attended the anniversary celebration. They help make PBC's bicultural program a success, Hancock said.

"Pear Blossom Cottage is a way for my wife to pass time instead of just staying in the house alone all day with the baby," Egipciaco said.

Six Pear Blossom Cottages are on U.S. Army installations across Warrior Country: Camps Casey, Howze, Page, Garry Owen, Stanley and Red Cloud.  The program is unique to Area I.
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Margaret Wood, wife of the commanding general of the 2nd Infantry Division, talks to family members gathered at the Camp Howze Pear Blossom Cottage celebration July 31.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Sgt. William Egipciaco, Company A, 44th Engineer Battalion, and his 8-month-old daughter Alexandria celebrate the 13th anniversary of the Pear Blossom Cottage at Camp Howze.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Sgt. William Egipciaco, Company A, 44th Engineer Battalion, and his 8-month-old daughter Alexandria celebrate the 13th anniversary of the Pear Blossom Cottage at Camp Howze.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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