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Volunteers shine at luncheon
By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office

CAMP STANLEY, South Korea – Area I volunteers gathered for a quarterly award banquet July 28 where Army Community Service recognized its top volunteers.

The community got together to put the spotlight on the volunteer and volunteer unit of the quarter.  This luncheon was special – ACS combined the first two quarters of the year into one ceremony.

"There are people outside our installations who are less fortunate than us," said Lt. Col. Brian Vines, garrison commander for the Camp Red Cloud enclave.  "Our volunteers enhance community relations with our Korean neighbors.  They increase the strength of the U.S.-Republic of Korea security alliance."

Vines was the guest speaker at the event.  He pointed out volunteerism is alive and well in Warrior Country with 95 active duty soldiers, 32 family members, two civilians, and one retiree donating their time and services for free.

Units and individuals have their time recorded with Area I ACS.  It is one of its missions to act as a clearinghouse for volunteer service in the community. 

ACS recognized outstanding volunteers by convening a panel of judges to review nominations.  One characteristic of service came to the top – the hundreds of hours donated to various programs.

The volunteer of the second quarter was 2nd Lt. John Elinski, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment.  He donated 252 hours in a three-month period.  Elinski founded and now teaches the English as a second language program at Camp Casey.

Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army soldier Cpl. Choi Si-yong, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery, was chosen as the volunteer of the first quarter.  Choi teaches Korean as a second language at Camp Stanley.

In Warrior Country unit volunteerism also was honored.  The 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery, at Camp Stanley was selected as the volunteer unit of the first and second quarters.  Its members donated a combined total of 1,000 hours to various community support projects.

Volunteering in Area I can trace its roots to the Korean War, according to Vines.  "Our U.S. servicemembers volunteered in hospitals, orphanages, schools, fire stations, and even assisted farmers harvest their crops," he said.

Vines closed his speech with a challenge: "We have soldiers and airmen who spend their spare time benefiting neither themselves nor the community."  He said, "They are a resource that can enhance the relations of our two countries, as well as to benefit those who need it most."

Vines encouraged everyone to become recruiters for the ACS volunteer program.  "We all can make a difference in someone's life," he said.

For information on volunteering in Area I, contact Christy Allen, ACS volunteer coordinator, at 732-7277.
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"We all can make a difference in someone's life," said Lt. Col. Brian Vines, garrison commander for the Camp Red Cloud enclave.  (U.S. Army photo by David McNally)
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