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david.mcnally@us.army.mil

WOMEN'S EQUALITY DAY CELEBRATED
CAMP RED CLOUD, South Korea – About 80 soldiers and civilians from Area I met to celebrate Women's Equality Day with a breakfast at Camp Red Cloud, Aug. 12.

"We want to make the community aware of women's equality," said Sgt. 1st Class Sophia Murrell, Area I equal opportunity advisor.  "This is a day to bring light to women's struggles over the years."

Women's Equality Day is a national observance that marks the anniversary of the passage of the 19th constitutional amendment, giving women the right to vote.  Congress officially designated the observance in 1971.

"Celebrating this anniversary gives us an opportunity to recognize women who rise to meet the challenge daily," said Maj. Michelle Holliday, the guest speaker for the event.  Holliday is the deputy G-4 for the 2nd Infantry Division.

Holliday spoke of prominent women within the military community. "Today there is nothing a woman cannot achieve with full commitment and desire," she said.

-more-

Holliday, the mother of three daughters, highlighted the challenges faced by women even today.  "My daughters will benefit from the trailblazers that have come before," she said.

"Teamwork in Warrior Country makes our unit ready to fight tonight," said Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2ID commanding general.  "I think the key that unlocks the potential of every organization is the dignity and respect we offer each other." 

Wood told the gathering that 12 percent of the division is made up of women.  "We have to look at the contributions all of the members of our team can make," he said.  "We are a greater nation today without any barriers or walls."

"Women's contributions to society, and more specifically the military, have been immeasurable," said Sgt. 1st Class Walter Batey, 501st Corps Support Group equal opportunity advisor.  "I encourage everyone to share the vision of our nation, as we honor women's contributions to the shaping of America."

The free breakfast at Mitchell's club featured live entertainment from an ensemble from the 2nd Infantry Division band, and a solo vocalist,  Sgt. 1st Class Gloria Weary from Company D, 122nd Signal Battalion. Women's Equality Day is observed Aug. 26.  The Area I celebration happened on Aug. 12 because of the availability of people to participate.
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Cutlines:

Camp Red Cloud soldiers and civilians met at Mitchell's for a breakfast commemorating Women's Equality Day Aug. 12.   Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, the commanding general of the 2nd Infantry Division encouraged the gathering to treat everyone with dignity and respect.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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