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Northwest Safety Sends

Safety Alert Message No. 1

Match and Lighter Safety

· Recent home fire at a NW Region installation was caused by children playing with matches.
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Smoking and the careless use of smoking materials is a major cause of home fires and fire-related deaths.  Roughly three out of four fires started by children involve playing with matches and lighters.

· LOCK ‘EM UP.  Never leave matches or lighters where children can reach them.  Store all matches and lighters up high, preferably in a locked cabinet.  Store matches and lighters in your kitchen or other area where children are unlikely to be left alone.  Never leave matches or lighters in bedrooms.

· TEACH YOUR CHILDREN THAT MATCHES AND LIGHTERS ARE DANGEROUS.  Teach very young children to tell a grownup if they find them; older children should bring matches or lighter to an adult.

· PRTOECT YOUR CHILDREN BY USING ONLY LIGHTERS THAT MEET CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS.  Studies estimate that 85 percent of children will not be able to operate the new “child-safe” lighters

· WATCH YOUR CHILDREN.  Unattended children can get their hand on matches or lighters that are well hidden.

· For more information, please visit NFPA’s Sparky the Fire Dog( web site at www.nfpa.org/sparky.
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