[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.wmf] 

[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.wmf]
Northwest Safety Sends

Safety Alert Message No. 2
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Watch those candles!
Recently, a candle left unattended caused substantial fire damage at a barracks on a Northwest Region installation.  

Candles are all the rage these days.  Many people light candles for romantic atmosphere, aramotherapy and room freshening.  As candle popularity has risen, home fires caused by unattended candles have almost tripled over the last decade.   While checking on the candles in your home, keep these facts in mind:

· Almost half of home candle fires start in the bedroom.  When people use candles in the bedroom, they could fall asleep and expose themselves and their loved ones to a possible fire initiated by the candle.  Sleeping quarters can turn into deathtraps.

· Don’t allow candles in children’s or teen’s bedrooms.  About 10% of candle fires are caused by children playing with candles.  

· Extinguish all candles when leaving the room or going to sleep.  Never leave lit candles unattended.  

· Placement of candles.  Make sure candles are on a stable, noncombustible surface away from items that can catch fire.

For more information and useful tips, see www.nfpa.org/Research/NFPAFactSheets/CandleSafety/CandleSafety.asp
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