[image: image1.jpg]


NEWS RELEASEEREWS

Pacific Region
Installation Management Agency

H Place, Building 104

Fort Shafter, Hawaii 96858-5520

    Public Affairs

Fort Shafter, Hawaii 96858
 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 18, 2003
It was a tankless project, but someone had to do it

Bob Warner and Bill Erwin
Pacific Region Office Public Affairs

 

HAINES, ALASKA – A sprawling Army fuel storage facility built in 1954 no longer exists.  Gone too are the environmental concerns that accompany such structures.

Known as the Haines Fuel Terminal at Lutak Inlet, the 200 acre “tank farm” was used as the southern terminus for the Haines to Fairbanks military petroleum pipeline delivery system as well as a place for tankers to dock and store fuel. Capacity of the farm was 380,000 barrels or 16 million gallons of the various fuels used by the Department of Defense in Alaska.
The Haines Tank Farm has become a prime example of the Army’s concern for environmental stewardship.

The terminal was used as an active fuel storage and pumping facility from 1955 to 1971.  Then until 1988, when the 13 storage tanks were emptied and the terminal was placed on inactive reserve status, it was used as a war stock fuel depot for the Pacific theater.

With the determination by the Department of Defense that there is no strategic war stock reserve requirement for the facility, the tanks have been removed and efforts to clean the site of contaminates is underway.  It has become a prime example of the Army’s stewardship of the environment.

While long-term remediation is required to clean petroleum products from the ground, the good news is that tests have revealed the levels of contaminates are decreasing.

The cleanup process involves what is called “air sparging curtain.” Air sparging is a remedial technology that reduces concentrations of volatile constituents in petroleum products that are absorbed in soils and dissolved in groundwater.  It involves the injection of contaminant-free air into the subsurface saturated zone, enabling a phase transfer of hydrocarbons from a dissolved state to a vapor phase.  The air is then vented through the unsaturated zone.

The U.S. Army emphasizes that the environment is a prime concern no matter where it trains, serves or operates.

Alaska’s eco-system is considered especially fragile by the Army and is closely inter-linked with the oceanic eco-system.  There are more than 3,000 rivers in Alaska and more than three million lakes.  The state has 33,904 miles of shoreline. 
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Cepoa…06 -- From the air, the former Haines Fuel Depot was an impressive sight. The tanks are now gone and the land is being cleaned of all contaminants. (Courtesy photo)
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SEAK Map – Shows the location of the tankless farm. (Bob Warner graphic)
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Hft4 -- Scenic Alaska is the backdrop for the former tank farm of the Haines Fuel Terminal. The farm of 13 tanks could store 16 million gallons of fuel.
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Hft3 -- The 13 tanks that are no longer there once dotted the hillside near the shore at Haines. (U.S. Army photo by Gene Kubecka)
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Hft 2 – The various fuels used by the Department of Defense all flowed through the pipes at Haines Field Terminal. The pipes are no longer there. (U.S. Army photo by Gene Kubecka)
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Hft 1 -- The Haines Fuel Terminal offload wharf, where ships docked to empty their stores for pumping from Haines to Fairbanks. (U.S. Army photo by Gene Kubecka)
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Haines…T107 -- Before removal of tanks at the Haines Tank Farm, April 20, 2001. (U.S. Army photo)
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Haines…1021 -- Stark view of the Haines Tank Farm before tank removal, April 20, 2001. (U.S. Army photo)
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5-29-03…tower -- The old Tank Farm at Haines, as of May 29, 2003. (U.S. Army photo)
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5-29-03…gone -- The tankless Tank Farm at Haines after tank removal. (U.S. Army photo)
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5-29-03…view -- Foliage returns to the Haines Tank Farm. (U.S. Army photo)
(For additional information, call Bob Warner, PARO Public Affairs, (808) 438-0650)

