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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[image: image1.jpg]Sagamihara Family Housing Area, JAPAN --Children who live in the Sagamihara Family Housing Area will be going to school in a new, modern, $22 million educational facility this fall, courtesy of the government of Japan.

Construction of the 101,000 square foot facility for dependent children--both military and DOD civilian--was recently completed.  The new elementary school will accommodate 675 students, pre-school through sixth grade.  The school was built so that it will accommodate the Department of Defense Dependents’ Schools changes from half-day to full-day kindergarten and to reduce the student to teacher radio in the first through third grades.
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In relation to the old school, the new facility is 64 percent larger and will bring all classrooms under one roof in a central location.  Many of the old school’s classrooms and buildings were separated from the main facility limiting the participation by students in many activities.

A significant addition to the new school is classroom space for the Educational and Developmental Intervention Services (EDIS) program.  Up until now, the Sagamihara school lacked the space to house the EDIS staff.  Those students enrolled in the program had to travel to and from Camp Zama for their EDIS appointments, thus reducing classroom time and degrading services.
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U.S. Army Photo


The new elementary school at Sagamihara is built of reinforced concrete and was designed to meet future needs.
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The prefabricated metal buildings that comprised the old elementary school will be razed.
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