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FORMER BADGER STATE RESIDENT PRESENTED SAINT CHRISTOPHER AWARD BY ARMY
For release immediately:

Fort Shafter, HAWAII -- A former resident of Elton, Wisconsin has been presented the coveted Military Order of Saint Christopher award by U.S. Army, Japan during a ceremony at Fort Shafter, Hawaii.

Shortly after his reassignment from Japan to Hawaii Richard S. (Rob) Robinson was presented the award by Stanley Sokoloski, director of the Pacific Region Installation Management Agency.

Six years ago, after 24 ½ years of military service, Robinson went to work as a civilian for the Army Transportation Corps.  As the Chief the Army’s Area Transportation Office, Transportation Division, U.S. Army Garrison, Japan, Robinson was cited as being exceptionally dedicated and professional.  A Superior Civilian Service Award, presented at the same ceremony, recognized his civilian service to the Army since 1997.
“I appreciate all the kind words in this award,” Robinson said.  “I had lots of support and help in my job, so this award represents much more than just what I have done.”

Robinson was recently selected as a Logistics Management Specialist (Transportation) for the U.S. Army Installation Management Agency, Pacific Region at Fort Shafter, Hawaii.
The White Lake High School graduate received a bachelor of science in economics from Saint Norbert College and a masters in personnel management from Central Michigan University.

Robinson’s father and mother, Woodford and Harriet Robinson, still live in Elton.   He is married to Hisae Robinson and has two daughters, Alissa and Tiffany.

The Saint Christopher award, signed by U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Robert T. Dial, Chief of Transportation, says Robinson has been “tried and found worthy to be numbered as one of our trusty members,” thus “gathered into our fold and duly initiated into the solemn mysteries of this esteemed Order of Transporters.”

The Ancient Order of Saint Christopher is reserved for those few individuals whose careers embody outstanding achievements and accomplishments in the spirit, dignity and sense of sacrifice and commitment epitomized by Saint Christopher. 

 

Saint Christopher, whose name comes from Christophorus (Christ-carrier), has been associated with transporters from the earliest times.

As the legend is told, the extremely robust Christopher devoted his life to carrying people across an otherwise unfordable stream.  One day a little child appeared before him and asked to be carried across.  To Christopher’s surprise, as he forded the river, the child steadily increased in weight until Christopher found his tiny burden so heavy he feared they would both be drowned, despite his great strength.  The child revealed himself as Christ, and explained to the exhausted Christopher that he had just carried the world’s sins upon his shoulders.

Saint Christopher—the patron saint of the Transportation Corps Regiment—was one of the most popular saints during antiquity and the early Middle Ages.  Usually pictured carrying Christ and symbolically the weight of the world’s sins across a river, the image of Saint Christopher offers a fitting symbol of strength, loyalty and safety for transporters charged with moving the Army force now and for all time.
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Stanley E. Sokoloski, director of Pacific Region, U.S. Army Installation Management Agency (left) presents Richard S. (Rob) Robinson (right) the Military Order of Saint Christopher award for decades of service with the U.S. Army Transportation Corps.






-30-

(Note:  For additional information or clarification, please call Bill Erwin, Fort Shafter, Hawaii at 

(808) 438-0650.)
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