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SWRO ENGINEERS HELP FORT POLK RECOVER
FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS (Oct.  7, 2005) — The devastation inflicted by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the Gulf Coast region upset the lives of hundreds of thousands of people who once lived in that area.  
What isn’t publicized is the fact that U.S. military installations, including Fort Polk, La., also suffered damage.  
In support of the recovery efforts at this major training post, the Southwest Region Installation Management Agency sent six senior public works experts to Fort Polk to perform a full assessment of the damage and develop cost estimates for necessary repairs to the facilities.
The Southwest Region Office Public Works engineers who went to Fort Polk include Qaiser Toor, Gregg Chislett, Gustavo De Jesus, Francisco Velazquez and Tom Uncles.  All the SWRO team members are Army experts with a variety of engineering and construction skills and with a broad experience base.  
The team arrived at Fort Polk on Oct. 3 and immediately began assessing the structural damage.  The assessment of more than 700 facilities, completed on Oct. 6, showed that approximately 20 percent suffered some storm damage.

Having the SWRO engineers focus on damage assessment, allowed the local garrison staff to concentrate on addressing life, health and other safety concerns.
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