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Carson says goodbye to communal bathrooms 

Story and photos by Spc. Aimee Millham 14th Public Affairs Detachment 

FORT CARSON, Colo. (Sept. 16 , 2005) — If all goes as planned, Fort Carson’s single Soldiers will each have their own room by the end of next year. 

Contractors are refurbishing the last of Fort Carson’s old barracks to meet the Army’s one-plus-one single Soldier housing standard by December 2006. 

Originally, the barracks were going to be demolished to make room for new buildings. Instead, the refurbishment plan developed by Fort Carson’s Directorate of Public Works will have the barracks ready in less than half the time it would’ve taken to tear down and rebuild. 

The 14 barracks, the first of which will be finished this fall, will offer the standard one-plus-one amenities with the added bonus of an entrance to every Soldier’s bedroom. 

This personal access is possible because of a DPW design that eliminates the hallways down the centers of the buildings, said DPW project architect Jim Schloss. The hallways, which will run outside the buildings, essentially provide each Soldier with his own deck. 

“I can just picture the lawn chairs and barbecues now,” said Schloss. 

The structures were built with durability in mind. The roof has its own foundation and is supported by the outer hallway. This design takes stress off of the main structure, minimizing the chances of erosion of the concrete, said Schloss. 

Much like all the other new barracks on Fort Carson, these will have two-room suites with a bathroom and a kitchenette. The vanity will be separate from the rest of the bathroom where the toilet and shower are. Each room will have its own thermostat and be fully furnished. The kitchenette will have a microwave, a sink and an under-counter refrigerator with a small freezer and will be shared. The first floor of each building will have a laundry room, a mud room, a mail room, a charge of quarters desk and a day room with a television where Soldiers can wait for their laundry. 

Unlike most of the new barracks buildings, though, these will not have a common game room or kitchen, which will save space and electricity, said Schloss. 

“If it’s going to save the military money and the Soldiers don’t ever use those (facilities) anyway, than it’s good there won’t be (a game room or kitchen),” said Spc. Steve Coffman, a 43rd Area Support Group logistics specialist. 

The 43rd ASG will have one of the refurbished barracks, according to Terry Burns, the DPW facilities manager. While Coffman is pleased with the outdoor hallway design, he thinks it’s a benef it that should go to the Soldiers with the hardest jobs in the War on Terror. 

“Every one of those buildings should go to combat units; they’re the ones getting shot at over there,” said Coffman. 

Another one of the barracks, the first one to be completed, will house Soldiers who are medical holdovers. The barrack’s first floor will be completely wheelchair accessible for troops with injuries that prevent them from using the stairs. The other 12 buildings will go to the 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, said Burns. 

Renovating the barracks cost about $107 million less than demolishing and rebuilding would have. But more than money was saved through refurbishment. The plan will cut construction time from 18 months to about seven months, which is how long it will take to complete the first renovation. After the first one is complete, workes will complete one building every two weeks, said Schloss.
In addition to saving time and money, the refurbishment is also better for the environment than rebuilding would have been. Refurbishing creates less garbage than demolishing, said Chris Chapman, DPW chief of engineering. DPW created even less garbage by donating the buildings’ old doors to an American Indian reservation in Arizona, said Chapman. 

Additionally, the appliances in the barracks will be energy efficient. Most 

the of the materials used in the refurbishment, while brand new, were made from recycled materials, said Schloss.
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Michael Lee, who works for Integrity Flooring in Colorado Springs, lays tile in one of Fort Carson’s renovated barracks buildings.  
Fourteen barracks on Fort Carson are being renovated to meet the one-plus-one standard. The first will be complete before next year. 











