Blood Donor Center Vital to Army Mission 

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. (June 6, 2005) — Nearly a dozen Soldiers here are collecting and sending life to their battle buddies in Iraq and Afghanistan — one pint at a time.
The one officer and nine enlisted Soldiers from the 7227 Blood Donor Center in Columbia, Mo., collect blood from their fellow warriors here so Soldiers wounded in the Global War on Terrorism and other contingency operations will have the life-saving flow they need to survive. The Reservists, called to a year active duty in November 2004, serve under the auspice of the Army Blood Program and clinical control of the Robertson Blood Center at Fort Hood, Texas.
The 7227 is a satellite collection center for Robertson which is one of three blood centers operating in the Great Plains Regional Medical Command. The others are located at Fort Sam Houston and Fort Bliss, both in Texas.
"What these blood donor centers do is critical to the Army's mission," said Lt. Col. Donna Whittaker, Robertson Blood Center director. "Wherever Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen or Marines are (stationed), that's where the blood (collected at these centers) will be."
The Army Blood Program's mission is to make sure that when a Soldier needs blood on the battlefield, it will always be there.
"Blood is a critical resource to an Army at war," said Lt. Col. William Walden, 7227 Blood Donor Center officer in charge. "It's not uncommon for a severely wounded Soldier to require 50 to 100 units of blood during his hospitalization."
That's where the blood donor center staff comes in. They collect blood from Soldiers training at Fort Leonard Wood and ship it to Robertson Blood Center. There, it's put with blood received from other collection centers and processed before being sent down range to Iraq or  Afghanistan —  all within 10 days of being collected. 
"Although this blood has a shelf life of 42 days, shipments must be continuous to maintain a fresh supply at treatment facilities," Walden said.
The hardest part of the job is finding qualified donors and getting them on the donor bed," said Sgt. 1st Class Al Zechiel, blood collection team leader. He cited the two divisions of Soldiers at Fort Hood who cannot donate blood because they have been or are deployed.
"Any Soldier who has been in Europe for at least six months or in the United Kingdom for three months between 1980 and 1996 are deferred from giving blood," Zechiel said. Deferrals are aimed at keeping the blood supply safe.
In an environment where getting blood from civilian agencies for contingency operations is prohibited, and a majority of Soldiers are deferred from donating, Army Blood Program experts focused on Training and Doctrine Command posts where many of the common deferrals are not an issue.
"The trainees at Fort Leonard Wood, for the most part, have not been to Europe or the U.K., and they haven't been deployed," Walden said.
But trainees still have deferral issues such as tattoos, skin piercings and vaccinations. 
"But overall they represent a better blood donor population," Walden said. 
The Fort Leonard Wood Blood Collection Center became operational April 1. That met two parts of its three-part mission, namely, to establish a blood collection center and operate that center, Walden said.
The third part, and the most challenging, is developing a donor recruitment plan that places donors in the collection center while allowing civilian blood agencies to operate on Fort Leonard Wood. To accomplish this, Soldiers assigned to the 82nd Chemical Battalion, 35t Engineer Battalion, 58th Transportation Battalion, the 169th Engineer Battalion and the Garrison Support Command's Retraining and Holding Company were established as the 7227 BDC's donor pool. The 7227 BDC collects blood only from its pool, and civilian blood agencies collect from the remainder of the post.
Staff Sgt. Roger Turner is the 7227 BDC's blood donor recruiter. His job is to visit the companies and recruit donors. Recruiting is a complex job, matching available donors operating in a time-restrained training environment to the blood needs of the Army. But he understands the requirements of the task and searches out donors wherever they are.
"I think this is very much needed for the Global War on Terrorism," Turner said regarding the blood donor center's mission. "I was going to retire, but I stayed in to come down here and do this. If we don't do this, the Army will have to spend a lot of money on buying blood on the open market."
The Robertson Blood Center and Fort Leonard Wood Blood Collection Center's motto is "Army blood for Army Soldiers." This encompasses the Army's view that it must take responsibility to supply blood for its Soldiers.
So, whether it's the 7227 BDC staff or another unit, Fort Leonard Wood Blood Collection Center Soldiers will continue collecting and sending life to their battle buddies -- one pint at a time.
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