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(L to R):  Terri Seifert, Paul Bucha, Lt. Gen. Kevin Kiley, Arnold Fisher, Maj. Gen. Thomas Turner, Kenneth Fisher, Command Sgt. Maj. Frank Grippe and Jim Patterson participate in the Fisher House groundbreaking May 3 at Fort Campbell.

Fort Campbell celebrates Fisher House groundbreaking 

by Patti Marquess
FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. (May 12, 2005) — An enthusiastic crowd turned out May 3 to help Fort Campbell celebrate the groundbreaking for the new Zachary and Elizabeth M. Fisher House to be built on post at the corner of Indiana Avenue and Air Assault Street.
When completed, the Fort Campbell Fisher House will offer a comfortable, home-like setting where military family members and friends can stay while loved ones are being cared for at nearby Blanchfield Army Community Hospital.

“This is a great opportunity for Fort Campbell,” said Col. Pat Saulsbery, commander, BACH. “Families who stay at Fisher House will receive the care and compassion they need to make them feel at home in an unfamiliar place.”  

Fisher Houses are often referred to as “comfort homes” and typically are 5,000-8,000 square feet in size. The homes are normally located within walking distance of a treatment facility or have transportation available.

Currently, there are 32 Fisher Houses located on 17 military installations and six Veteran’s Affairs medical centers.
Each house is designed to provide eight to 11 suites. The houses can accommodate 16-22 family members. They feature a kitchen, laundry facilities, dining room and living room with library, and toys for children.

“Fisher Houses are not like hotels,” Saulsbery said. “This will be a place where families can share experiences and help support each other and their loved ones through the healing process.”

In 1990, Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher began building these “comfort homes” on the grounds of some military medical facilities and donating them to the United States government. In 1991, the first Fisher House was dedicated by President George H. W. Bush on the grounds of the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.
For nine years, the Fishers personally donated each house. During this time, they dedicated more than $20 million to the construction of these comfort homes for families of hospitalized military personnel.

With the passing of Zachary Fisher in June 1999, full responsibility for building additional houses transferred to the Fisher House Foundation. In May 2003, Kenneth Fisher, a grandnephew of Zachary, succeeded his father, Arnold, as chairman of the Fisher House Foundation and continues to serve in that position today.
“With a hospital the size of BACH, Fort Campbell was a logical choice for a Fisher House,” said Arnold Fisher, vice president, Fisher House Foundation. “We’re all glad to be here today to participate in this groundbreaking ceremony.”

Participants in the groundbreaking ceremony were Maj. Gen. Thomas Turner, commander, 101st Airborne Division; Lt. Gen. Kevin Kiley, commanding general, United States Army Medical Command/Surgeon General; Command Sgt. Maj. Frank Grippe, 101st Airborne Division command sergeant major; Paul Bucha, former 101st Soldier and Medal of Honor recipient; Kenneth Fisher, chairman and president, Fisher House Foundation; Arnold Fisher, vice president, Fisher House Foundation; Jim Patterson, financial supporter and advisor to the Fisher House Foundation; and Terri Seifert, surviving spouse of Capt. Christopher Seifert.

Numerous other officials, dignitaries and invited guests from the surrounding communities were also there to witness the groundbreaking and join in the festivities.

The Fisher House Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that works to educate and inform the public about Fisher Houses and provides support to individual houses when necessary.

While Fisher Houses have full-time salaried managers, they depend on volunteers and voluntary support to enhance daily operations and program expansion. The Fisher House Foundation, Inc., and many individual Fisher Houses also receive support each year through the government’s Combined Federal Campaign.

Typically, income to keep the Fisher Houses operating comes from three different sources.
The first is interest income generated by trust funds held by the three services with medical departments:  Army, Navy and Air Force.
The second source is the service fee paid by guests who stay at a Fisher House which is $10 per day per family. The Fisher House manager at each house has the option to reduce or waive the fee.
The third source of income is contributions. Charitable contributions are critical to operate and maintain the houses.
“The local communities have always shown great compassion and support for Fort Campbell by volunteering their time, talents and financial assistance,” Saulsbery said. “We anticipate this will also apply to Fort Campbell’s Fisher House once it is open,” Saulsbery said.

For more information about the Fisher House program, volunteering or to make a tax deductible gift contact the executive director, Fisher House Foundation, Inc. at (888) 294–8560 or visit its Web site at www.fisherhouse.org. 
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