Fort Bragg receives national installation award

 
FORT BRAGG, N.C. (June 28, 2005) — Fort Bragg was awarded the 2005 Defense Installation of the Year Award on June 6 by NAID, An Association of Defense Communities.  The award recognizes an active military installation for its overall efforts to work collaboratively with the local community on issues such as housing, mission expansion, encroachment, schools, and other critical issues. 
The award was presented at the NAID/ADC annual conference in Denver.
 
Fort Bragg has formed close links with its neighboring communities through a number of innovative partnerships, promoting environmental sustainability, contracting with local companies, public safety and other community needs.

 
The award-winning Sustainable Sandhills initiative — a cooperative effort involving six North Carolina counties, the state’s natural resources department and Bragg — has fostered environmental stewardship and economic development to improve the welfare of residents throughout the Sandhills region. One project is helping to protect the habitat of the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker — much of which lies on post — without interfering with military readiness. 
In addition, an environmental partnership Bragg established with state and federal agencies and private environmental groups has conserved 9,000 acres of off-post land. Another project is encouraging low impact development throughout the region.

 
The North Carolina Military Business Center is working to increase military business for state firms, integrate military families into the workforce, and support the recruitment and retention of defense-related businesses. Cooperative agreements between the post and local school districts are helping to meet the needs of transitioning high school students. For higher education, a coalition of state and private colleges, universities and military representatives made it possible for Soldiers and family members to be eligible for in-state tuition.

 
In addition to Fort Bragg’s recent successful partnership initiatives, it also conducts joint emergency preparedness exercises with local, state and federal authorities twice a year, contributing to its capturing of the Army’s Antiterrorism and Force Protection award the last three years.

 
“Fort Bragg earned the Defense Installation of the Year award from NAID/ADC because all our local communities and the state of North Carolina have worked so hard to make our region the most military friendly region in the United States,” said garrison commander, Col. Al Aycock. 

