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Randall Robinson, Director of the Northwest Region, Installation Management Agency, hands the garrison colors to Col. Thomas Smith, incoming commander of U.S. Army Garrison at Fort Riley, Kan., Aug. 5 at a change of command ceremony at Ware Parade Field.
Smith accepts garrison's reins at Fort Riley
By Stephanie Perrin 
Staff writer 

FORT RILEY, Kan. (Aug. 12, 2005) — Looming grey clouds didn't stop Soldiers, family members and friends from attending the ceremony Aug. 5 to say farewell to a popular commander and mark a new beginning. 
The post's new U.S. Army Garrison leader assumed command at the ceremony at Ware Parade Field in front of the post's headquarters building. Col. Thomas Smith succeeded Col. John Simpson, whose next assignment takes him and his family to Texas. He will become G5 Strategic Planner for the Army at Fort Sam Houston.
`
Soldiers and civilian employees whose focus is to provide support services to Soldiers and family members make up the garrison's command. The command also provides training, readiness and deployability support for three active component combat brigades and support for mobilization and deployment of active and reserve component units. 
Smith comes to Fort Riley after an assignment at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., where he served as director of the Combat Studies Institute, Combined Arms Center. 
His previous assignments included positions as battalion maintenance officer and rifle company commander with the 1st Battalion, 41st Infantry, 2nd Armored Division, at Fort Hood, Texas, and Garlstedt, Germany; 1st Brigade logistics officer and 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, operations officer with the 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley; and garrison commander, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa. 
Simpson praised the Soldiers, civilian employees and contractors at Fort Riley for their hard work and dedication to Fort Riley. 
“In all changes of command speeches, you have to start with 'thank-yous' because I did nothing alone for the last three years. It takes a team, and I'm all about teams ... and I think we have a great Garrison team here at Fort Riley," Simpson said. 
The audience applauded and laughed when Simpson supplied the new garrison commander with some "truths" about Fort Riley. The list included such things as "the traffic circles do work" and "don't ride the Commanding General's Mounted Color Guard's horse, Victory, unless you want a bruised tailbone."
Maj. Gen. Dennis Hardy, commanding general of the 24th Infantry Division (Mech) and Fort Riley, expressed his gratitude for Simpson's hard work at Fort Riley and stated his confidence in the new garrison commander.
"Kind of a bittersweet morning, as we say farewell to what has been a tremendous command team for the last 36 months here at Fort Riley," Hardy said. "But also a great morning, because we know in the true Army tradition that we're welcoming another great command team."    
