Fort Hood employee recognized by Blacks in Government
By David G. Landmann,
Sentinel News Editor
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FORT HOOD, Texas (Aug. 25, 2005) —The deputy director of Fort Hood’s Directorate of Morale, Welfare and Recreation has been named the recipient of a prestigious national honor.

Lorenzo J. Westbrook received the Blacks in Government Civilian Meritorious Service Award for 2005. He accepted the award Aug. 3 at the BIG National Conference in Orlando, Fla.

During the award ceremony, Westbrook was cited for “faithful and dedicated service to the Army.”
In presenting the award to Westbrook, Charles S. Abell, principal deputy secretary of the Department of Defense, characterized Westbrook as “the embodiment of the Blacks in Government Civilian Meritorious Service Award.”

During the presentation ceremony, Westbrook was cited for his leadership, having simultaneously maintained the duties of his post as well as the duties of director of the Directorate of Community Activities in January of 2002 and from August 2003 to April 2004.
Abell said Westbrook lives the Army values of loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity and personal courage.

“He has masterfully maintained the stewardship of both appropriated and non-appropriated funds, ensuring that these resources were used in the most efficient manner,” Abell said.  “He personally implemented a most efficient organization review …resulting in the directorate saving over $350,000.”
“Lorenzo Westbrook is a remarkable leader,” Abell said, “who has led a directorate challenged by deployments of over 50,000 Soldiers, and consistently demonstrated the Army’s values of leadership in his every action.  He is well deserving of the 2005 Blacks in Government Civilian Meritorious Service Award.”

Westbrook was nominated for the honor by Nick Johnsen, DMWR’s director.  Westbrook’s selection was announced in late July.

“I was humbled to receive this award,” Westbrook commented, “especially because it was for all of the Army.”

Blacks in Government was organized in 1975 to promoted equity in all aspects of American life, excellence in public service, and opportunity for all Americans.

Darlene H. Young, BIG president, was the co-presenter of Westbrook’s award.

Westbrook has been with DMRW at Fort Hood for 10 years.  He is a 23-year veteran of government service.

