
Col. Garland Williams is shown holding his book “Engineering Peace,” which was published May 24.(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Ryan Gehrke) 

Zama garrison commander publishes first book 
By Sgt. Ryan Gehrke 
Torii Staff writer 
CAMP ZAMA, Japan (June 10, 2005) — Col. Garland Williams, commander of U.S. Army Garrison Japan, joined the ranks of published authors May 24, with the launch of his book “Engineering Peace.” 

Achieving the title of “author” is an accomplishment so many writers, students and scholars only dream of, and in the end only a selected few experience. 

Many people wish to publish but other avenues of income prove to be easier. Some, like Williams, get the opportunity to see their name written in large letters on the front of their own book. 

“I never intended for this to be a book,” said Williams. “I was doing a fellowship with the U.S. Institute of Peace in place of attending the U.S. Army War College, and all fellows were required to write a 6,000 word paper. This was my paper.” 

“Engineering Peace” is a testament of Williams’ experiences while rebuilding Bosnia and Kosovo during and after peacekeeping missions. The work also takes a look at the current operation and recovery of the Afghanistan region. 

“In this timely work, Col. Garland Williams analyzes the post-conflict reconstruction gap in three case studies-Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan-and shows how military engineering brigades accompanying peacekeeping contingents can be put to use immediately after the conflict ends to restore vital infrastructure and social institutions,” according to the U.S. Institute of Peace Press. 

Williams’ inspiration for writing the paper about reconstruction was brought about by engineering and infrastructure rebuilding hurdles he faced while supporting missions in Kosovo and Bosnia. 

“I decided to write about something I got angry about,” Williams said. 

“When I was deployed to Bosnia on the NATO engineer staff I wasn’t allowed to do any kind of engineering that did not have a military application… it really came to heart because there was this little bridge that crossed the Drena River and it went from the Bosnian sector into the Serb sector leading to a little town called Foca. The bridge was bombed as part of the NATO air campaign but I couldn’t rebuild it because it didn’t have a military application… if I could have had a bridge there, I could have connected the two towns allowing displaced ex-military jobs. Instead, many times the young men needing work went back to the mafia. At least there they were provided with food and shelter,” said Williams. 

Williams’ book comes at a time when its content’s relevance can be seen all over the news. Iraq and Afghanistan are both prime examples of U.S. aide after combat operations. 

Reasons for reconstruction aren’t simply geared toward fixing what’s broken, the goal is to have the country in need able to stand by itself, according to Williams. 

“In my view a country needs four things to build themselves self-sufficient,” said Williams. “You have to have an economy, and to get that economy you have to have an infrastructure allowing them to get goods to market; you have to have an external defense or military so that someone won’t come in and attack you; there has to be internal defense which are also police and courts.” 

The longer it takes to get these four, the longer we’ll have to be there to prop-up the country.” 

The USIP approached Williams by asking him if he was interested in using his paper for a book. It was a topic that hadn’t had much light shed upon it. 

“There hasn’t really been a lot written about (peacetime engineering),” Williams said. 

After taking on the book project, it took Williams 45 days to finish chapter one, and 30 days for the subsequent four. 

When asked about the title of the book Williams replied, “To be honest, I didn’t design the cover or pick the title. 

USIP gave me three titles to choose from and I asked my administrative staff which one sounded best, so they picked it.” 

At the end of the day Williams goes home knowing he’s an author and Commander of USAG-J, but those aren’t what he feels are hisbiggest accomplishments. 

“Despite the book, my Ph. D. and my career, my best accomplishment is having a well-rounded family,” said Williams. “It’s a great feeling when your teenage daughter sees you for the first time on Saturday and asks, ‘Dad what are our plans for the weekend?’” 

Williams’ children still enjoy spending time with the family and doing things unlike many kids their age, according to Williams. 

