Korea’s Area I Support Activity welcomes new leader
By David McNally
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CAMP RED CLOUD, South Korea (July 15, 2005) — Area I Support Activity Soldiers and civilians welcomed a new leader June 30 in a change of command ceremony here. Col. Forrest Newton took command from Col. Jeff Christiansen.

“This will be a time of change,” Newton said. “It will be a time of seizing opportunities to demonstrate how we can and will enable the warfighters of Area I.”

Area I Support Activity is one of four regional units in the Installation Management Agency in Korea. The agency supports tenant units on all U.S. installations in the Republic of Korea.

“You’ve got a great outfit here,” Brig. Gen. H.T. Landwermeyer Jr. told the new commander. Landwermeyer is the IMA, Korea Region director. “I know you’re going to take them to the next level,” he said, “and continue the great partnership with the Warrior Division.”

More than 11,000 2nd Infantry Division Soldiers are stationed on Area I installations.

Landwermeyer praised the work of the Area I team. The unit employs more than 1,700 Koreans and nearly 300 U.S. Department of Army civilians.

“The Area I team has been fully involved in supporting the Warrior Division’s high-op tempo training efforts on a daily basis,” Landwermeyer said.

The past two years have been marked with great transition, as the 2nd Infantry Division redeployed a brigade to Iraq, and the garrisons continue to ready bases in the Western Corridor and camps Page, Falling Water and LaGuardia for closure and return to the Korean government. Christiansen led the unit’s  reorganization from under the 19th Theater Support Command to the Installation Management Agency. He served as commander for three years.

“During my time in command,” Christiansen said, “I came to realize my job was to simply inspire Soldiers and civilians. My job was to make life

better.”

Christiansen departed Korea to become the Military District of Washington provost marshal.

Newton said he will not dwell on plans. “Like the great American philosopher and former heavyweight champ Mike Tyson said, ‘Everybody’s got a plan until they get hit’,” Newton remarked. “What we’re going to do is discuss plans, but seize opportunities.” 

Newton comes to Area I from an assignment as the U.S. Army Inspector General School commandant at Fort Belvoir, Va. He began his military career with the U.S. Marines in 1968, where he served as a 1st Marine Division infantryman in Vietnam.

Newton completed his enlistment in 1971 as a Presidential Security

Detachment sergeant at Camp David, Md. Following graduation from Eastern Michigan University, he was commissioned in the U.S. Army Reserve. In 1982, he entered active duty in the military police corps. Newton previously served in Korea as the 728th Military Police Battalion commander.

“Time to move out and draw fire buddy,” Landwermeyer told

Newton.

Following the change of command ceremony, the community

welcomed the new commander with a Mitchell’s Club reception. Later, Newton gathered his commanders and key staff at the Camp Red Cloud Theater where he explained his command philosophy. Newton said he wanted to know the issues and problems, and what the staff needs to do their job.

“We have a mission to take care of our Soldiers,” he said. “We owe them our loyalty, dignity and respect.”

