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Sgt. Michael Allen and wife, Staff Sgt. Wilma Allen, 3rd Platoon, 68th Transportation, 14th Transportation Battalion, rest with their new baby girl, Emily Allen, at the Dr. Frank V. Benincaso Mother and Infant Pavilion, on Caserma Ederle. Born at 6:32 p.m., June 14, Emily Allen now shares her birthday with the U.S. Army.
First baby born at Benincaso on Army birthday
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CASERMA EDERLE, Italy (June 22, 2005) — While the Army’s 230th birthday was celebrated yesterday, the birth of Emily Allen was too. She became one of the newest members of the Caserma Ederle community and the first child born at the installation’s new birthing center, the Dr. Frank V. Benincaso Mother and Infant Pavilion.

Entering the world at 8 pounds, Emily was born to two Soldiers, Staff Sgt. Wilma Allen and Sgt Michael Allen, both Soldiers are assigned to 3rd Platoon, 68th Transportation, 14th Transportation Battalion.

“This was a very good experience for us,” Sgt. Michael Allen said of the new facility and the staff’s treatment of the couple. “The care was outstanding from all of the staff. The level of treatment for me and my wife was outstanding. If I had to give it a rating between 1 and 10, I would have to give it a 15.”

Allen said, there is stress sometimes associated with having a child overseas, but the attentive staff and the excellent facility made the process easier for both parents.

The couple also have an 18-month-old boy named Michael Allen Jr., who was born at Aviano. The mom, Staff Sgt. Allen, agreed with her husband by saying, “the nurses and doctors were very supportive. They took excellent care of me.”

Caught up in the excitement of the birth, neither parent noticed their new daughter and the U.S. Army would forever share the same birthday.

“We didn’t think about it at first, but then we started marking the time, and the date, and we saw it was the Army birthday,” Sgt. Allen said. “It’s kind of cool.”

The pavilion was named for Benincaso, a pediatrician who worked for 13 years in the installation’s health clinic. Benincaso retired from the Army Medical Corps as a colonel. His 30-year Army career included commanding the Livorno Health Clinic.

“In October 2004, General (B.B.) Bell heard the voices of our family members and acted by directing the construction and staffing of the pavilion,” said Lt. Col. John Alvarez, deputy commander for administration, U.S. Army Health Clinic-Vicenza.

“It was built to ensure the families of our twice-deployed brigade had first-class prenatal, delivery, and postnatal care,” Alvarez said - commenting on the 173rd Airborne Brigade’s two deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The facility provides a full-service center for mothers expecting normal deliveries without complications. The facility can manage the birth and care of up to four babies. The center is not designed for high risk births, which are still treated in an Italian hospital locally or at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, in Germany. 
The construction, equipping, and staffing of the facility, Alvarez said, was the product of a successful partnership between many government agencies. These agencies included the Office of the Surgeon General, Medical Command, European Regional Medical Command, U.S. Army Europe, Installation Management Agency, the Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Contracting Offices, and private industry, including the Andriolo Corporation, a Vicenza-based company that built the facility.

Alvarez said the pavilion is a unique “first,” as the facility is the first stand-alone birthing facility in DoD. Ironically, the facility took nine months to complete.

Staff Sgt. Erin Rodriguez, a medic who works in the facility, said the staff had hoped one of the expectant mother’s would have a baby on the Army birthday.

“We were kind of hoping we would have a birth on the 14th because when we were going off shift that morning, we realized it was the Army’s birthday,” she said. “It’s very fitting to have our first birth on the Army’s birthday.”

Dr. Tony Frost, an obstetrician and gynecologist said he is always “excited and delighted” to have an opportunity to deliver a baby, but he considered the birth of Emily Allen to be a hallmark.

“One of the exciting things for me is that this marks the culmination of a great amount of work by a lot of people,” he said. “It’s amazing to me how much effort goes into building a facility like this and to train the people who will work here. I have been taken aback by the effort that has gone into this facility, and I feel honored.”

