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Carroll Good Neighbor Couple

David and You-jin Pelton share a moment following their wedding ceremony. (Photo by Cpl. Kang Ji-hun)

Camp Carroll couple now more than just ‘Good Neighbors’

By Galen Putnam

Area IV Public Affairs

CAMP CARROLL, South Korea (May 1, 2006) – Holy matrimony! The Good Neighbor Program was designed to foster understanding between Koreans and Americans and bring them closer, but was never intended to lead to, well, holy matrimony.

That is exactly what happened, however, after a Camp Carroll Soldier volunteered to serve as an escort for a group of 45 students from the Kyungbuk College of Science Department of International Tourism during a visit to the installation Sept. 22, 2004.

Spc. Davil Lee Pelton, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 16th Medical Logistics Battalion, was one of the Better Opportunities for Single and Unaccompanied Soldiers representatives who served as tour guides that fortuitous day. Kim You-jin, then a 28 year-old tourism student at KCS was one of the guests. Although the two did not take particular note of one another during the tour itself, You-jin’s desire to improve her English language capabilities led to their auspicious meeting.

 “I can’t even remember if she was in my group or not – I think she was,” said Pelton who hails from Charleston, S.C. “At the end of the tour she came up to our senior KATUSA and asked him who could help her learn English and I was pretty good friends with him so he told her ‘Spc. Pelton is a pretty good guy and he can help you out,’ and that’s how we met.”

After that, the two started meeting with Pelton helping You-jin with her English skills and homework. The platonic relationship, which also involved going to movies together, evolved to dating.

“New Year’s Eve 2004 was when we hit it off as far as dating. That’s when we decided we were together,” said the 27 year-old Pelton.

“After three months of getting to know each other David asked me out for the first time so we became a couple,” said You-jin, who is originally from Seoul. “When I first started dating him I didn’t expect the things that happened to happen. After six months of dating I started considering him as my future husband because our relationship was getting deeper.”

Holy matrimony! What do Korean parents think when their daughter is contemplating getting married to an American Soldier?

“When I introduced him to my parents the first time they said to me ‘there are a lot of fish out there but why does your fish have to be an American rather than a Korean,” You-jin said. “Since then they have sincerely accepted him and blessed our relationship.”

The happy couple was married April 23 at the Carnival Wedding Hall in Daegu-Chilgok with about 60 family members and friends in attendance.

“I am so happy being an Army wife but I am a little afraid of leaving Korea and going to the United States because I know there are a lot of challenges out there,” You-jin said.

One never knows what the future might bring. Coincidentally, Penton was quoted in an article about the tour in the Oct. 8, 2004 Morning Calm Weekly. 

“I think it was a good experience for everyone who was involved,” he said at the time. “It was a good time to get to know each other and have some fun together.”

Little did he know!

“Obviously, we did not anticipate this happening but when I heard about their marriage from Professor Seong [Myung-soon, chair of the Kyungbuk College of Science Department of International Tourism] I thought ‘why not,” said Pak Chong-ku, Camp Carroll’s Community Relations Officer. “This is an outstanding result from a community relations activity. Hopefully, this will encourage more Soldiers to participate in the future.” 
– 30 –

Editor’s Note: The Good Neighbor Program (GNP) was introduced by U.S. Forces Korea in January 2003 to augment existing community relations programs conducted throughout the Republic of Korea by U.S. Army units.  Its intent is to strengthen the ROK-US alliance through increased positive engagement with Korean in a host of plans and programs.
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