Funding to repair Fort Meade barracks approved 
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FORT MEADE, MD., April 21, 2005 — Fort Meade has received funding to repair five enlisted unaccompanied personnel housing units (barracks). 

The installation received $790,000 earlier this month from the Installation Management Agency-Northeast Region (IMA-NERO) to repair and renovate five barracks in the troop area, said Steve Grames, director of Resource Management. The money will be used to refurbish the barracks for 1,800 single men and women enlisted servicemembers in the Air Force, Navy and Marines, according to Steve Jackson, chief Bachelor Housing Officer at the Directorate of Public Works. Fort Meade is slated to receive an additional $1,750,000 in June for the project. 

The work on the barracks includes repairing ceiling, water pipe and air conditioning leaks, removing mold and mildew and replacing ceiling tiles and worn out carpeting. The buildings' interior also needs to be repainted. 

The barracks were deemed below Army standards by the Department of the Army's Installation Status Report. Fort Meade was one of 22 military installations to be cited for red condition living quarters. The red condition rating measures the barrack's usability in categories such as sites and grounds, building exterior, foundation, bathrooms and showers and corridors. 

Red is the lowest rating a building can receive. Jackson said the barracks were built in the mid-1960s and have not had major repairs since their construction. 

The refurbishment project is part of the IMA Barracks Triage Program, an Armywide effort to improve servicemembers quarters. According to an Army press release, a number of Army installations are reporting problems in space availability and living conditions in barracks. The press release states the Army wants to "move away from this present situation as quickly as possible to ensure adequate, healthy and safe barracks exist for our Soldiers." 

To qualify for funding under the program, the installation must be willing to repair barracks if there is mold or mildew, if heating or air conditioning units have deteriorated and if there are roof leaks and painting that needs to be done. Irreparable bathroom and shower fixtures and inoperative fire alarm systems are also part of the criteria for funding. 

Ann Mitchell, of the business management and housing branch for the Directorate of Public Works at IMA-NERO, said the IMA Barracks Triage Program has come a long way. "When IMA first stood up, no Armywide systems were in place to tackle project funding," Mitchell said in an e-mail interview. "The NER director's support is showing results as needed projects are now being funded through an Armywide initiative." Mitchell said the funding for red condition barracks Armywide "will improve the quality of life for our Soldiers." 

Jackson said a bid for a contractor to refurbish the barracks went out last week. Once a contractor is selected for the project and the property is reviewed, the barracks will be refurbished. 

