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Firefighters enter the "Smoke House" during a simulated fire exercise at the first Quad City Midwest Fire School. (Photo by Sue Zettel)
First Fire School hosted at U.S. Army Garrison-Rock Island 

by Allen Marshall

USAG-Rock Island

ROCK ISLAND, Ill. (May 11, 2005) — Nearly 200 firefighters from all over the Quad City area gathered at U.S. Army Garrison-Rock Island April 23 for the first Quad City Midwest Fire School.

Firefighters from many different departments received classroom training as well as hands-on simulated fire exercises to include automobile extrication, structural fires and incident command management.

The idea for the Quad City Midwest Fire School was born from the need to provide area firefighters with the opportunity to obtain formalized training without having to travel a great distance to receive the training.

“Many of the Quad City area training officers felt that there are enough firefighters not just in the metro area but the surrounding communities as well, to warrant a regional fire school,” said USAG-Rock Island Assistant Fire Chief Doug Smutzer.

USAG-Rock Island was chosen for its central location with regards to the surrounding communities and for the installation’s wealth of facilities and space to provide the classroom as well as the simulation aspects of the training. Assistant Fire Chief Terry McMaster described the fire school as a great opportunity for everyone who participated.

“It was cost effective training and easy for most to attend,” McMaster said. “And, the school satisfied a formalized training need for the firefighters and the departments. It fulfilled the requirements for the National Incident Management System which a community department must have to receive federal funding.”

The school also represented yet another example of the cooperation between the Quad City-area fire departments and the USAG-Rock Island Fire Department. An extensive mutual aid agreement between the cities and the RIAFD, often calls for cooperative training between all departments involved with the agreement. Training together, according to Smutzer and McMaster is invaluable to all those involved.

The Quad City Midwest Fire School was open to firefighters from both Iowa and Illinois. Career as well as volunteer firefighters were welcome.

