Demolition marks start of new homes in Hawaii
By Ann Wharton Army Hawaii Family Housing
    ALIAMANU MILITARY RESERVATION, Hawaii (July 22, 2005) — The walls came tumbling down here July 18 as Army and community leaders and AMR residents marked the beginning of the U.S. Army and Actus Lend Lease’s initiative to build more than 1,500 new homes at AMR. 
    Command Sergeant Major Mark Farley of U.S. Army, Pacific, and Sergeant Major of the Army Kenneth Preston each maneuvered a massive Caterpillar 350 Excavator, demolishing the first of two dozen 12-plexes.
    “Today is a milestone in our effort to improve the homes of our Army Ohana,” said Harry Jackson, vice president and asset manager for Actus Lend Lease and Army Hawaii Family Housing (AHFH) LLC. “This project will not only enhance the lives of Army families, but it will support hundreds of small and local businesses.”
    Lt. Gen. John M. Brown III, commander of U.S. Army, Pacific, emphasized the significance of the Hawaii project and the importance of the Army’s commitment to providing its members and their families with quality homes and strong communities.
    Two hundred new homes and a 7,500-square foot community center will be completed by March 2008, and a total of 1,525 new and renovated homes will be completed by 2013. 
    Over the next 10 years, 7,894 new and renovated homes will be completed throughout Army Hawaii.
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Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Farley of U.S. Army, Pacific, begins demolition of AMR housing.  Photo by Bonnie Griffith
